New Mexico Historical Review
Volume 38

Number 4

Article 1

10-1-1963

Full Issue
New Mexico Historical Review

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/nmhr

Recommended Citation
New Mexico Historical Review. "Full Issue." New Mexico Historical Review 38, 4 (1963).
https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/nmhr/vol38/iss4/1

This Full Issue is brought to you for free and open access by UNM Digital Repository. It has been accepted for
inclusion in New Mexico Historical Review by an authorized editor of UNM Digital Repository. For more information,
please contact disc@unm.edu.

1\[ewcMexico
Historical1{eview

October, 1963

Editors
FRANK D. REEVE

PAUL A. F. WALTER

Board of Editors
FRANK D. REEVE, Chairman
DONALD C. CUTTER
FRANCE V. SCHOLES,

VOL. XXXVIII

GERALD D. NASH
ELEANOR B. ADAMS

ex officio
OCTOBER,

1963

NO.4

CONTENTS

Page
Pope's Wells
Lee Myers

·

273

Confederate Hero at Val Verde
Odie B. Faulk

·

300

Mrs. Blake's Sunday School
Mary Blake Salmans

·

312

The Sheep Industry in Arizona, 1905-1906
Frank D. Reeve editor .

323

Book Reviews

343

Historical Society of New Mexico

356

NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW is published quarterlY by The
University of New Mexico.' Subscription to the REVIEW is $6.00 per
year and includes membership in the Historical Society of New Mexico.
SUbscriptions, payable in advance, and other business communications, should be addressed to New Mexico Historical Review, The University of New Mexico Press, Albuquerque, New Mexico, 87106.
Manuscripts and' editorial correspondence should be addressed to
The Editor, Library 211, The University of New Mexico.

Second-class postage paid at Albuquerque, New Mexico
MANUFACTURED BY THE UNIVERSITY OF NEW MEXICO PRINTING PLANT

NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL
REVIEW
VOL. XXXVIII

OCTOBER, 1963

NO.4

POPE'S WELLS

By LEE MYERS*
HE decade immediately preceding the American Civil
War was momentous. The youthful United States had attained early manhood and was bursting with the urge to do
things big-to expand, to push its borders into the unknown.
The California gold fields, only a few years old, had increased
that state's population by thousands. While the myth of the
"Great American Desert" was still believed my many easterners it had been partially dispelled by the hords of FortyNiners who plodded their weary way across the plains and
mountains towards the land of gold, and who must surely
have formed the germ of the idea that there were farms and
ranches for the taking in this vast land. Then too, Oregon
and Washington Territories had already been pioneered, and
these thousands up and down the Pacific Coast were clamoring for closer ties with the East and the Mississippi Valley.
There was only one answer-a railroad to the Pacific Coast!
Seriously proposed as early as 1844 by one Asa Whitney,!
the idea of a band of rails extending from the Atlantic to the
Pacific had caught the public fancy and had burst into a
crescendo of demands from all walks of life that such a rail-

T

• 505 South Mesquite, Carlsbad, N~M.
1. William H. Goetzman, Army Exploration in the American We.t, 1808·1868 (New
Haven: Yale University Press), p. 186.
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road be built. Such a project, however, seemed so colossal that
construction of it was feared beyond the financial means of
private enterprise, therefore the Government must do the
job. Jefferson Davis, Secretary of War 1853 to 1857, was one
of the staunch proponents of not only a Pacific Railroad but
was tireless in a fight to locate it along what was termed the
32nd Parallel Route,2 passing across Texas by way of the
Llano Estacado, or Staked Plains, the Pecos River country,
the Guadalupe Mountains of extreme west Texas, through
the neighborhood of the adobe village of Franklin, now EI
Paso, thence on west through the newly acquired Gadsden
Purchase and into southern Arizona, over the Colorado River
at Yuma Crossing to Fort Yuma, opposite the present city of
Yuma, Arizona, thence across the Southern California desert
to a western terminus at San Diego.
This was one of four proposed routes ordered explored
in the Pacific Railroad Bill, passed by Congress in March,
1853 ; but since it is the only one of importance to this topic,
the other three need not be considered other than to say that
they were proposed and backed, politically, by interests either
opposed to, or disinterested in, the mounting movement for
Southern expansion.
For several years prior to the Railroad Survey Act, a
corps of scientists, headed by officers of the elite of the
Army, the Corps of Topographical Engineers,3 as well as
several officers of the general service, had made many exploratory treks into the West, and the consensus of opinions
was that when a trans-continental railroad was built it must
be along the general geographical line traversed by the proposed 32nd degree route. 4 This belief was based principally
upon the idea that conditions of weather and terrain in this
southwestern country were so superior to the regions farther
north that any other location would be highly impractical,
if not impossible.
2. Ibid., p. 265.
3. Ibid., pp. 6-13.
4. Ibid., PP. 295-96.
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The first survey of this route under the Railroad Survey
Act, in late 1853 and early 1854, extended from the Pima Villages along the Gila River in Arizona to a point on the Rio
Grande near present EI Paso, and was begun in January,
1854, by Lieut. John G. Park, Topographical Corps. He reported the terrain traversed by his party to be admirably
suited for a railroad, but expressed considerable concern over
the lack of water along the way. This, however, Parke said,
could be overcome by the drilling of artesian wells and recommended that experimental drilling for this purpose be commenced at once. 5
Following hard upon the heels of Parke's survey Davis
ordered the entire 32nd Parallel Route surveyed. 6 Parke was
again chosen, this time to cover the western section from
California to Dona Ana, New Mexico, and Brevet Capt. John
Pope, another Topographical officer, was ordered to survey
the eastern half, from Dona Ana to Preston, near the present
city of Denison, Texas, on the Red River. 7
John Pope appears to have been an odd fish. Intelligent
he must have been, for only West Point graduates with the
highest grades received this appointment, but vain, egotistical, visionary, and not too successful in a practical way he
certainly was. Born March 16,1822, in Louisville, KentuckY,8
he was appointed a cadet to West Point in 1838 and graduated
in 1842. Assigned to the Corps of Topographical Engineers,
he served successively in Florida, the survey of the boundary
between the Northeastern States and Canada, the Mexican
War, Minnesota, and finally, in 1851, came to the Department
of New Mexico as Chief Topographical Officer.
From 1853 to 1858 he was engaged in the activities discussed on these pages, after which he was assigned to light
house duty until the beginning of the Civil War. In this fratricidal struggle between the states, Pope made a brilliant start
5. Ibid., PP. 289·90.
6. Ibid., p. 277.
7. Ibid., p. 291.
8. Dictionary of American Biography, (New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 1935),
vol. 15, PP. 76-77.
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but wound up a complete fizzle. Appointed Brig. Gen. of Volunteers, he served under Fremont in Missouri, then, in 1862,
he participated in Union operations which resulted in the
opening of the Mississippi River above Vicksburg, and here
he performed handsomely at New Madrid and Island No. 10.
Promoted to Maj. Gen. of Volunteers, he served under Halleck against Corinth where he again rendered brilliant
service.
As a result of his service in the Western Theatre he was
assigned to command the Army of Virginia to operate in conjunction with McClellan, and was shortly thereafter given
the regular army commission of Brigadier General, but maintained his majority of volunteers. After McClellan's defeat
in the Peninsula Pope found himself the main objective of
the Confederate forces of Jackson and Lee. He was now in
the rather delicate position of being in command over several
officers actually his senior in service, and there is considerable
evidence that he immediately developed an inferiority complex as a consequence, which he attempted to conceal by an
over confident and boastful manner, which, instead of winning him the confidence and loyalty of the rank and file of
his new command, earned him their wholehearted disapproval. This situation, combined with Pope's apparent inabil~
ity to handle large concentrations of troops, and possibly
other contributing causes, brought about his decisive defeat
at the second battle of Manasses. He was promptly relieved
of his command and consigned to the "Siberia" of that day,
the Indian Country.
His services, subsequent to his relief in the East, though
administrative, were distinguished, seeing him filling the
posts of Commander of the Northwest, the Division, or Department, of the Missouri, then after the close of the War
to the Third Military District of the defeated South, then the
Department of the Lakes, and once more to the Department
of the Missouri, then on west to the Department of California
and the Division of the Pacific, from which appointment he
retired in March, 1886, with the rank of Major General of
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the regular army. His service as a department commander,
especially in the Department of Missouri, with its major
role played in western migration and subsequent Indian reprisals, was highly important, and he rendered great service
to his country as such.
On October 7, 1853, Pope was ordered to proceed from
Albuquerque to Dona Ana, then to explore the proposed route
between that point and Preston,9 which is now submerged
by the waters of man-made Lake Texhoma. Pope was advised
that Gen. John Garland, commanding the Ninth Military Department, would furnish an escort of troops from the 1st
Dragoons under Lieut. K. Garrard, and that he would be furnished instruments necessary for the survey by "the depot of
the Mexican Boundary Survey at EI Paso." He was allowed
$15,000 to cover expenses of the trip, $400 more than his own
estimate. The chief object of the survey, read the orders, was
to determine the route's "military capabilities," and "its
properties for a railroad" are "an important auxiliary,"lO
which smells suspiciously like modern boondoggling!
The party was assembled at Dona Ana l l where they were
joined by wagons and teams taken from the train which had
mov~d four companies of the 8th Infantry under Col. Alexander from their several posts in central and east Texas to
Franklin to establish Fort Bliss. (It may be well to add here
that the official reports of this survey uses the names EI Paso
and Franklin synonomously, as though the first had begun to
supercede the latter). There were eight wagons pulled by six
mules each and one extra team. Capt. Pope was assisted by
Lieut. K. Garrard, 1st Dragoons, second in command. Lieut.
L. H. Marshall, 3rd Infantry, commanded the escort in Lieut.
Garrard's place. Capt. C. S. Taplin was mineralogist, Dr.
Diffendorfer, surgeon and naturalist, John H. Byrne, computer and diarist, and Thomas Mitchell was wagonmaster.
The escort consisted of twenty-five rank and file, which with
9. Goetzman, op. cit., p. 277.
10. Report of Secretary of War. 1853; 33 Cong.•.1 Sess., Sen. Ex. Doc., Vol 2, No.1,
pt. 2, pp. 64-5.
U. Report of Secretary of War. 1853; 33 Cong., 1 Sess., Ex. Doc. No. 29. pp. 5-122.
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the teamsters and herders numbered seventy-five persons.
Sixteen beeves and seventy sheep had been driven from
Franklin as a fresh meat supply.
The command left Dona Ana at 9 A.M. on Sunday, February 12, 1854, and proceeded in a general southeast direction
to Hueco Tanks, a natural watering place a few miles northeast of El Paso that had been used by the Indians long before
the coming of white men, and were destined to become an important stopping place on the Butterfield Overland Mail
Route. They had already served as such on the nearly equally
well known immigrant route from Texas and the South to the
California gold fields.
After a stay of several days during which last minute
preparations for the long trek ahead were made, the march
was resumed in an approximate eastern direction to a crossing of the Guadalupe Mountains at almost the same location
as the present crossing of U. S. Highway 180, about six miles
west of a series of springs then known as the Pinery. Pope
later went to some trouble in an attempt to locate one more
suitable, but failed. From the Pinery the trail led on east
just below the present New Mexico boundary to a crossing of
the Pecos River at the mouth of Delaware Creek, where a stay
of several days was made.
From the Hueco Tanks to this point the route had closely
followed what was later to become the route of the Butterfield stages as well as the wagons of the west-bound immigrants, a fact dictated by the location of the one vital necessity-water, there being several springs located at propitious
points along the way. Pope had also reported a plentiful supply of large pine timber for construction needs in the vicinity
of the Pinery, a fact that had been responsible for the naming of the area but of which there is little evidence remaining
today.
After sending cautious feelers ahead in the form of a
small advance party, which narrowly escaped disaster because of the lack of water, Pope proceeded down the Pecos
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to Immigrant Crossing, then turned east by north into the
dreaded, dry waste of the Llano Estacado to "The Sand
Hills," then in the same general direction, passing the headwaters of the Colorado, Brazos and Trinity Rivers to his destination at Preston, arriving there on May 13. Here the animals and equipment of the expedition were sold, the civilian
personnel paid and discharged, the military personnel ordered to other stations, and Capt. Pope proceeded to Washington to make his reports to his superiors.
The reports were extremely optimistic and favorable to
the use of the 32nd Parallel route for a railroad to the Pacific:
the terrain favored easy grades and cheap construction of a
road bed, the most expensive section to be the crossing of the
Guadalupe Mountains at the Pinery; there was plenty of timber for construction purposes on the eastern slopes of the
Guadalupes and near the Red River in Texas; much of the
route lay through a fertile country suitable for farming; the
climate was very favorable; and the route would be close
enough to the heads of navigable rivers in North Texas to
allow for water transportation, the popular idea of the extensive use of lesser streams of the West for shallow draft steamboats being still in its ascendency. He recommended the location of an army post at the mouth of the Delaware.
He also stated: "The only obstacle on this route, and one
which alone has prevented it from becoming the great and
only highway across the Plains, is the want of water on the
Llano Estacado, over a distance of one hundred and twenty
five miles; and this difficulty, as will be exhibited hereafter,
is obviated so easily and at so little expense, that it cannot
weigh as a feather in the balance against the unrivaled advantages of this route."
Capt. Pope's solution to this problem was simple-artesian wells ! Nor can Pope be alone blamed as a visionary
in this respect. There was a belief prevalent among the ranks
of the Topographical Engineers at that time that a vast region embraced by the Llano Estacado was underlaid with
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artesian water. Capt. A. A. Humphreys, Pope's immediate
commander in Washington, reported.:
From the notes accompanying the meteorological observations, it appears that the amount of precipitation for the
year in rain and snow is from four to five times as great upon
the mountains as upon the plains. Descending upon the summits, it is shed along the faces of the hard rock until it reaches
the upturned edges of the broken and porous strata, through
which it percolates. The water is thus intercepted from running over the country below and forms reservoirs beneath the
earth, which, if boring at any point lower than the source, must
rise and overflow the surface of the ground. 12

Pope had described the geologic formation of the Staked
Plains at some length in support of his theory that bored wells
would find a plentiful supply of artesian water and said: "In
all respects the artesian well would be preferable [to tanks or
shallow dug wells]. The water would, from what I have
stated, be delivered at the surface, and would probably rise
far above it; and instead of arrangements for drawing it up
-which would require too much time and labor when large
numbers of animals were to be supplied-the artesian wells
would be the source of running streams." 13
Pope stated his definition of an artesian well versus a
"common" well in an interesting manner by saying that the
common well receives its supply locally, from local precipitation and is likely to be shallow in depth, undependable in
quantity and to remain at the .same level as the strata in
which found, while the artesian well receives its supply from
a much larger, and often, more distant source; the source is
of higher elevation than the reservoir or well, is much more
abundant and, since the source is usually higher than the
well, the water level will rise in the well above the strata in
which found but does not necessarily overflow the surface. 14
12. Report of Sec. of War, 1856; 34 Cong., 3 Sess., Sen. Ex. Doc., Vol. 3, No.5, PP.
203-15.
13; Report of Sec. of War, 1853, op. cit.
14. Captain Pope to Sec. of War, Washington, Nov. 22, 1856. Report of Field Opera-

tion.Ibid.
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It would seem likely that Pope made these statements
under pressure of criticism, since he contradicted himself on
this subject.
He now recommended that one set of boring tools be used
for many wells, the use of teams and wagons for hauling
water from the Pecos River, or other natural sources, to supply drilling camps until water was found, and at the completion of the work "-both mules and wagons would command
a price equal at least to two-thirds of their original cost." He
also recommended that initial drilling be done on or near the
Pecos because of availability of supplies from the Rio Grande
communities, and four wells at intervals of twenty-five miles
between the heads of the Colorado and the Pecos. His estimates of cost are interesting:

Tools, rods, augers, chisels, derrick-irons,
etc., for boring 700 feet
Traveling forge and equipment
Wooden tubes for 700 feet
Pay & subsistence of men for eight months
Cost of wagons & mules for transporting
provisions & tools
Total
For each additional well
Total cost of four wells
From which deduct sale of mules, wagons and
boring instruments
Final cost

$ 1,250.00
_
500.00
_
250.00
_ 8,016.00
9,500.00
$19,516.00
5,472.00
35,932.00
7,400.00
28,532.00

"The final cost of artesian wells upon the Llano Estacado
is very large and has been made with a view to every possible
contingency which may arise. I consider it in all respects sufficient and with such an amount I feel certain of success,"
With the Topographical Engineers supporting the arguments advanced by the Southern bloc, with the additional
advantage derived from Davis' influence as Secretary of War,
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and with the final boost supplied by this optimistic report
and recommendation by Pope, it is not surprising that on
January 5, 1855, the War Department, backed by an appropriation of $100,000 from Congress, ordered a party into the
field to put into execution the experiment of "testing the practicability of procuring water by artesian wells on the arid
plains of the interior," and to Brevet Capt. John Pope was
assigned the task. 15
The plans of the War Department were generous, perhaps
even visionary, and embraced not only five wells to be located "across the Llano Estacado," but also ·included "-a
series of eight between the Rio Grande and the San Pedro,
and a series of four or six across the plain known as the
Colorado Desert." The Reports continue: "[by] the expenditure of a few thousand dollars in making the route along the
San Pedr0 16 and the Gila, to the Pima Villages, practicable
for wagons, an excellent immigrant and mail route for
coaches will be had, and great suffering will be saved to those
crossing the continent in this latitude."
Upon receipt of his orders Pope proceeded to the Pecos
by way of steamer to Indianola, Texas, thence overland to
San Antonio and on across the arid plains to a point about
seven miles below the present southern boundary of New
Mexico, where, on the east bank of the river he established a
semi-permanent camp,17 the site of which is still known locally as "Pope's Camp." This site is now partially submerged
by the waters of Red Bluff Reservoir of the Pecos River and
is overgrown with a dense cover of salt cedars.
As one would expect of a man of Pope's engineering training and ability, this camp was well and solidly built; in fact,
when one considers the isolation and nakedness of the location, it was almost luxurious. Quarters and shops, with sev15. Captain A. A. Humphreys to Sec. of War, Nov. 29, 1855; 34 Cong., 1 Scss., H.
Ex. Docs., Vol. 1, No.1, Pt. 2, pp. 94·98.
16. John B. Floyd, Sec. of War, to Captain John Pope, May 5, 1857; 35 Cong., 2
Sess., H. Ex. Doc., Vol. 2, Pt. 2.
17. Conkling, Roscoe P. and Margaret B., The Butterfield Overland Mail 1857·1869
(Glendale 4, Calif: The Arthur H. Clark Co.,) Vol. 1, pp. 379, 282; Vol. 3, Plate 36.
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eral smaller structures, were constructed of stone and adobe;
a breastwork of stone surrounded the whole and flat native
stone was extensively used to build foundations, walks and
floors; a flag pole was provided and a nearby spring furnished
water, that of the Pecos being so brackish as to almost deny
its use for human consumption.
Located as it was, close to water and the wagon road from
San Antonio and Fort Davis, this camp served mainly as a
headquarters and quartermaster supply depot for the expedition. The actual site of the drilling operations was some miles
to the northeast: "The point selected for the first trial was
upon the Llano Estacado, near latitude 32°, about fourteen
miles east of the Pecos, at the mouth of Delaware Creek, *
where water for the use of the party could be conveniently
obtained from the river. The party arrived at this point in
the latter part of May, 1855, and commenced the operation
of boring. . . . "18 Here, completely exposed to all the winds
and blowing sand, the vicious heat of summer, and later, the
cold of winter, the actual working personnel of the expedition
were established in tents and the great experiment was
begun.
The reports of the Secretary of War are silent as to a
description of the type of drilling machinery used at this
time, but an enlisted man, James A. Bennett of the 1st Dragoons, serving in New Mexico, whose unit had marched to the
Pecos in August and September, 1855, to investigate·a rumor
that Indians had attacked Pope's party, inflicting several casualties, has recorded that "-the boring is done with machinery and mule power." 19 The rumor was false, and the artesian
well party was in good health and busily engaged with their
project. This description would indicate that this first drilling
rig, or machine, was of a type quite common in the nine• [That is, fourteen miles eastward from the Junction of the Delaware and Pecos.
F.D.R.]
18..Capt. Humphreys to Sec. of War; 34 Cong., 1 and 2 Sess., Sen. Ex. Docs., Vol 2,
No.1. Pt. 2. Pp. 90-98. Capt. Pope to Sec. of War, Nov. 22, 1856.
19. James A. Bennett, Forts and Forays. (Albuquerque: University of New Mex"
Press, 1948) pp. 75-76.
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20. 34 Cong., 1 and 2 Sess., Sen. Docs., Vol. 2, No. I, Pt. 2, PP. 90-98.
21. 34 Cong., 1 Sess., H. Ex. Docs., Vol. I, No. I, Pt. 2, pp. 94-98.
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other one hundred feet without tubing, when another vein of
water was reached which rose rapidly to the depth of two
hundred and fifty feet from the surface, saturating the strata
below the tubing; this unlined portion of the well immediately
caved in, filling the hole for seventy feet and sealing off the
inrushing water. Pumps were immediately manned for
twelve days and nights in an attempt to clear the hole but
with no success. Nothing further could be done until an additional supply of tubing could be secured from the East, so
operations were perforce halted, Washington was advised of
the turn of events and the necessary supply of tubing
requested.
Pope's report at this time must have been a combined cry
of affliction and an outpouring of exuberant confidence in the
future, for on November 29,22 when reporting the activities
for the year, Captain Humphreys went to great lengths to
describe the geological picture surrounding the well in relation to the supposed source of supply of precipitation in the.
Guadalupe Mountains, and to state that Pope "-was convinced that a clear stream or reservoir would have been found
twenty feet lower" and that "-the water, which appeared
at the depth of six hundred and forty feet . . . would have
risen to the surface in larger quantities- . . ." had not the
well been plugged by the caving strata, "-and in the opinion
of Captain Pope, the practicability of constructing artesian
wells on the Llano Estacado had been fully established. . . ."
The turn of events was a sore disappointment to Pope.
War Department orders had required "-after the successful completion of the well on the Llano Estacado, or the
demonstration of its impracticability, to make borings at certain points west of the Rio Grande . . . in order to determine the practicability of artesion wells there, and the depths
at which water can be had (by ordinary wells) at the driest
season, and the thickness of the water-bearing strata." 23
22. Ibid.
23. 34 Cong., 1 and 2 Bess., Ex. Docs., Vol. 2. No.1, Pt. 2, PP. 90.98.
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So now the drilling machinery and all equipment, the tents
and camp equipage, were packed, the wagons loaded and the
party moved west to a point "-ten miles distant from Fort
Fillmore, on the plain west of the Rio Grande-"placing this
well site about thirteen miles southwest of Las Cruces, New
Mexico. 24
Boring operations were started about the 1st of November, 1855, and halted on the 15th of February, 1856, at the
depth of 293 feet, in the midst of very difficult progress. On
the 10th of February, Pope had reported to Davis, urging
that this well be completed at some future date for the beneficial effect it would have upon public opinion, adding that
"I confidently believe that but little more labor will be necessary to secure complete success." Later he was to reverse his
opinions, or at least his statements, herewith.
While this work was in progress a reconnaissance party
from the command proceeded to what was termed in the reports, the Jornada del Muerto, but was in the neighborhood
of Anton Chico, New Mexico, to determine the feasibility of
drilling for water (again the rather wishful term "Artesian
wells" is used). The geologist expressed the opinion that a
well must be sunk to a carboniferous strata lying at a depth
of 1,500 feet. Pope disagreed with this opinion,25 saying that
boring need not go more than half this depth. One cannot but
wonder if Pope was truly honest in this dissention or was it
his stubborn, hard-headed insistence on the theory of extensive artesian water.
As the new supply of tubing was expected to arrive at
the well site east of the Pecos about the 1st of April the expedition retraced its way there, arriving about the last of
March, and began boring on a new site about five miles east
of the first location on the 5th of April, 1856. 26 By the 16th
of that month, at a depth of 245 feet, another supply of
24.
303-315.
26.
26.

Report of Sec. of War, 1856; 34 Cong., 3 Sess., Sen. Ex. Doc., Vol. 3, No.6, pp.
Pope to Sec. of War, Dona Ana, New Mex., Feb. 10, 1866.
Pope to Sec. of War, Dona Ana, New Mexico, Nov. 16, 1866.
Pope to Sec. of War, Washington, D. C., Nov. 22, 1866, BUpra note 18.
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water was reached. Remembering the disastrous experience
of the previous year Pope halted operations to wait for his
coveted tubing.
This tubing, 1,200 feet of it, was made ready for its long
journey in Philadelphia 27 and was of wrought iron, three
inches inside diameter, sidewalls at bit over 3/16 of an inch
thick and with screw joints. It was cut into nine foot lengths,
whether to facilitate shipment in wagons or handling during
boring operations the report does not say. Also included was
four hundred feet of 1%, inch wrought iron pipe, cut into nine
foot lengths. The smaller pipes were "such as are used for
boring-rods" and they "would doubtless be of use for other'
purposes if not wanted or not suitable for boring-rods."
This shipment arrived in New Orleans and left there by
steamer for Indianola on the 7th of February, 1856. From
Indianola to the Pecos, by way of San Antonio, there were
many delays due to the condition of the roads, no doubt because of spring rains, and did not arrive at the new well site
until the 27th of March. Operations were immediately resumed and the well was soon down to 450 feet when Pope's
star of destiny again took a nose dive. The "-third piece of
tubing from the bottom" collapsed and this well was also
abandoned, after salvaging as much of the tubing as could
be pulled from its depth.
On the 20th of Maya third well was started, eight miles
east of the Pecos and opposite the mouth of the Delaware. At
676 feet, approximately the same depth as the last supply
found in the first well, water was encountered, rising to
within 110 feet of the surface. The strata, the piercing of
which Pope had so optimistically predicted would bring forth
water to overflow the surface, was not encountered. Still the
boring proceeded, and on July 20 the well had reached a
depth of 809 feet when the original supply of 1200 feet of
wooden boring rods, reduced to breakage, gave out and recourse was had to the substitution of the ash tent poles but
27. Report of Sec. of War. 1856. op. cit.
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apparently with very little success, for at 861 feet Pope was
forced to cease operations. No new supply of water had been
encountered.
The well was now secured so that boring operations could
be resumed at any future time. Pope disbanded his expedition after storing all boring equipment at Fort Fillmore, and
returned to Washington to prepare his report of the nearly
two years work, to press for new equipment and a renewal of
the project the following year.
In concluding his report, Capt. Humphreys, apparently
echoing Pope's optimism, says: "It is to be regretted that the
boring could not have been continued to the depth of about
1,000 feet, since there is great probability that a large supply
of water, overflowing the surface, would have been found at
or near that depth. . . ."
Pope's next activities are revealed in orders from Washington, May 5, 1857, signed by Sec. John B. Floyd. . . .
"The organization and outfit having been completed, you
will move to the Pecos river, near the 32nd parallel of latitude, establish your camp at a convenient position, resume
the boring of the well left unfinished during the past summer,
and continue the work until the water flows out continuously
upon the surface. . . ." 28
The annual reports of the Secretary of War fail to give a
complete report on the different military escorts furnished
Pope. However, under date of June 30, 1856, he reports:
"Escort to Pacific railroad surveys, situated on the Pecos
river, where it is intersected by 32° parallel of latitude, commanded by Captain C. H. Stevenson, 5th Infantry, garrisoned
by 2 companies of 5th and 8th Infantry, with 8 officers and
125 enlisted men present and absent, and 5 officers and 125
enlisted men present and absent, and 5 officers and 125 enlisted men present." 30 Two years later: "Artesian Well Camp,
located near the junction of Delaware creek with the Pecos
28. Floyd to Pope, Washington, D. C., May 5, 1857, supra note 16.
There is no footnote no. 29.
30. Report of Sec. of War, 1856 ; op. cit., pp. 244-45.
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river, Texas, commanded by Captain J. Pope, Topographical
Engineers, with a detachment of 2nd Cavalry and 8th Infantry, with 4 officers and 96 men." 31 Incomplete though
these reports are, they do give a good military picture of the
experiment, as well as the total of Pope's personnel.
Pope's reports illustrate the overwhelming trials attending the third and last well on the Pecos, and mirror his fierce
and/or stubborn insistent declarations that the experiment
had not been a failure, only attended with adversity, and
that the water was still to be had, 'overflowing the surface,
if he could only have had the equipment to attain the proper
depth. 32
On September 2 boring operations were resumed for enlarging the size of the third well to five inches to the first
water, a depth of 249 feet "-into which I shall fit a copper
pump for the supply of engine and men." This is the first mention that a boiler and steam engine had been substituted .for
the first mule-powered rig: "This will occupy us about twelve
days, by which time the engine will be fitted up and ready
to resume boring of the well at the depth attained last year,
I anticipate with confidence, a successful result within two
months."
On October 1, Pope reported the pump operating and supplying water to the engine; also that his men had cut and
hauled a supply of "mezquite" roots sufficient to supply fuel
for the boiler for three months. They were now occupied in
clearing the well of mud and sand accumulated since abandonment in August of 1856.
January 5, 1858, we find Pope's first cry of affliction,
which was to develop into a series of wails and cries. He was
still engaged with the Pecos well at the depth of 950 feet, the
delay due to "repeated accidents and breakages of machinery," but he was optimistic for the future, and was daily
31. Report of Sec. of War, 1858-59; 35 Cong., 2 Sess., H. Ex. Docs., Vol. 2, Pt. 3, Pp.
776-77.
.
32. Pope to Humphreys, Report of Sec. of War, 1858-59; 35 Cong., 2 Sess., H. Ex.
Docs., Vol. 2, Pt. 2, pp. 582-608.
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expecting the water to overflow the surface. The weather ~oo
had dealt him a serious blow, being unusually severe, forcing
him to send all horses and mules not absolutely necessary to
the operations to Fort Davis to be fed and cared for.
On February 26, the well was still unfinished, the delay
due to a formation that caved so badly as to make the sinking
of tubing almost impossible. This was compounded by "-the
breaking of the boring apparatus near the lower extremity,"
and this in turn furthered by the caving in of the well above
the point of breakage, calling for what has since been termed
by the well-drilling fraternity, a "fishing job." The broken
equipment recovered, and at a depth of 1,047 feet, the "cast
iron pump of the engine" burst and he was forced to send to
Galveston for a replacement. This last development, however,
was not so serious as to cause a curtailment of operations,
but had been very irritating. The strata through which they
were now passing was very encouraging and "I entertain the
hope daily of completing the work, which would, no doubt,
have been finished long since but for the many and wholly
unusual and unanticipated accidents, . . ."
On April 1, the work had progressed no further than at
the last report. The trouble now was the effect of the water
used in the boiler of the steam engine. Although they had
substituted use of water from the well for that from the Pecos
River for use at the well-site, "the water of the Pecos river,
which we are obliged to use in the steam engine, forms a hard
solid coating around the flues in the course of a very few days,
and occasions leakage in the boiler sufficient to prevent the
raising of steam." Pope had been forced to replace these flues
with new ones, and to redesign the boiler so that it could be
readily cleaned of this scale every few days, thus losing several weeks work upon the well.
The last hundred feet of the well at this depth, 1,049 feet,
had been through a strata whose hard, projecting edges had,
in only a few minutes of work, cut through the wooden poles
used in drilling, then when an attempt was made to substitute
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others of iron, these too were damaged to the point of uselessness. Great difficulty was also being encountered in forcing the tubing down through the last portion of the well
drilled. The strata had given way enough to grip the tubing
as it was being forced downwards, and enough force in driving it had to be used so that the upper end was crushed and
the screw threads. below were torn out. Pope believed in the
eventual success of his attempt to sink the tubing to the bottom but warned that it would take time. He also stated with
very "little doubt," of the close proximity to "the water,"
giving as his reasons the close similarity of the formations
to that upon the surface at the springs at the head of Delaware Creek. He had reduced his party as much as possible in
order to curtail expenses.
.
The appropriation was getting slender and it was evident
that Pope-and the War Department-had bitten off too
much to chew handily; so, on April 14, Capt. Humphreys
wrote that in view of the "unexpected difficulties" and "unavoidable delays," the Secretary of War directed that upon
completion of the Pecos well, instead of resuming work upon
the well west of Fort Fillmore as previously ordered, Pope
was to transfer his artesian well experiment to the neighborhood of Anton Chico, where he had reported a dearth of
water for nearly 80 miles on the wagon road from Independence, Missouri, and Fort Leavenworth to Albuquerque, and
had recommended the boring of an experimental well. 33
Pope reported in detail upon construction methods:
The boring is done by means of oak poles, 1 %. inches in
diameter, in 16 foot sections joined in twos by heavy iron
straps. Each boring rod is therefore 32 feet long with a male
screw at one end and a female screw at the other, both having
very strong and heavy threads. The drill has a straight edge
of 3% inches, and is attached to an iron rod 30 feet long and
1% inch in diameter. The upper end of this iron rod (or
sinker) is attached to a pair of iron slips, having a play of 16
inches (the fall of the drill) and to these are screwed on the
33. Ibid.
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wooden poles, up to the surface. The upper end of the poles is
attached by a moveable chain to a spring beam worked by
steam, and (boring at the usual speed) the drill falls fifty-five
times a minute. The borings are pumped out by a sand pump
of copper, 9 feet long, which works with a rope passing
around a drum attached to a steam engine. The hole is pumped
on an average once in 2% hours of boring. 34

Reference was also made to the use of spring, or undercutting, drills to enlarge the well to 4112 inches for a distance
of 78 feet below the bottom of the tubing, to facilitate the
sinking of the 31/2 inch tubes, but this work was practically
nullified by the slipping and closing in of the strata so as to
again grip the sides of the tubes, and recourse must still be
had to driving "as heavily as it would bear." Now the iron
sinker between the wooden poles and the cutter bit broke
through in the middle and the well again caved in, filling up
to a height of 60 feet. This required six weeks of labor to clear
the well before the broken parts could be fished out, with
"incredible difficulty and labor."
.
To obviate the cutting through of the wooden poles by the
sharp formation, the lower reaches of the well were lined
with smaller, 3 inch copper tubing.
About this time the Devil must have been cackling with
glee, for the iron slips broke below the new tubing and it was
impossible to recover them without first withdrawing the 3
inch tubing, joint by joint, and while this was in progress,
the last nine foot joint of the string pulled loose at the
threaded joint, was left in the well, and had to be bored out,
a combined operation which consumed another two weekstwo very frustrating weeks!
Pope again commented upon the severity of the past winter; it had "-greatly incommoded us, from inadequate protection of the men from unusually inclement weather for this
region, and there were many days during the severe northers,
incident to this country, in which it was impossible to work."
There can be no doubt that the weather did cause much in84. Ibid.
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convenience, delay, and even actual suffering, not only to the
men, quartered in tents, but to the draft animals as well, for
open as this country is, unprotected by either timber or terrain, it is exposed to the fury of some of the most vicious
sand storms of any section of the United States, occuring, at
their worst, from late January or early February and lasting
until late Mayor early June.
Under date of June 4, 1858, he reported to Capt. Humphreys what amounted to a figurative bombshell:
Abundant springs of living water have been discovered on
the summit of the Llano Estacado, fifty miles due east from
this camp, and about half-way between the Pecos and Mustang Springs. An exploring party which I sent out some days
since returned today, after having carefully explored the
country eastward from this place and have found a hard, firm
road over the entire distance to these springs. From this camp
in a due easterly course to the Mustang Springs is a distance
of eighty-five miles. . . .
.
Two hundred of these spr~ngs, some of them thirty yards
in circumference, have been found extending in a direction
north and south over a space of nine miles. Everywhere in the
neighborhood of the water we found groves of willow trees
thirty feet high, and from four to six inches in diameter. . . .
The existence of this water and of a hard firm road across
the plain, will be of prodigious service to travel and is particularly fortunate in being discovered at this time, as it is
precisely on the most direct route of the semi-weekly mail to
California. Its discovery also will greatly diminish the importance of the artesian well boring experiment in this plain. 35

On June 4, Pope wrote that, "after incredible labor," the
broken sinker had been recovered and boring operations had
been resumed, and complained of "difficulties in the work
which no previous experience in artesian well boring has yet
exhibited," arising from the caving actions on the sides of
the well caused by large and powerful streams of underground water. Large caverns have been formed in the strata,
one of which was "so large that broken iron rods five feet long
35. Ibid.
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completely disappear in it, though entering it perpendicular
to the bore."36 He had considered inserting his next smaller
size tubing, of 23,4 inch diameter, but hesitated because of
the extreme difficulty of "fishing" for lost drilling tools and
tubing through such a restricted bore. He had had his fingers
burned, had learned his lesson, and like his brothers of the
fishing fraternity, both before and since, he was taking no
unnecessary risks on needlessly increasing the difficulties attendant. He now commented that "I have no expectations
that much more depth of boring will be necessary" but our
difficulty has been in boring at all." Expressing the hope that,
if no other reverses were met with, the well would be finished
"-any day," he refused to set a tentative date of completion.
Winter was approaching and he voiced doubts as to the
willingness of his civilian employees to remain through the
rigors of another season of such inclemency as the last one;
adding 'that such weather was especially distressing to the
horses and mules, since there was no shelter for them from
the elements, no timber nearer than seventy miles, and no
men or wagons to be spared to go after it. The animals must
certainly have been in bad shape with half forage rations,
transported one hundred and twenty miles from Fort Davis.
He expressed hopes of continuing the well to the depth of
2,200 feet, provided there were no further difficulties to contend with, but made what was a virtual recommendation to
the War Department that the Pecos experiment be abandoned
in favor of another v~nture at some other point; he recommended the Anton Chico site as a most likely location. Since
the government wagon trains bringing supplies to the Department of New Mexico passed by there it was of vital importance, and according to Pope was seriously deficient in water. Also, the well boring experiment near Dona Ana "is the
most doubtful of success," in complete contradiction of his
opinion expressed to Davis in 1856. Although Humphreys
had, on April 14, ordered Pope to do precisely as he recom36. Ibid.
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mended in the above communication, this order had been contingent upon completion of the Pecos well. Pope was now requesting permission,to abandon this well and to proceed immediately to Anton Chico, summarizing from several reports
his array of troubles:
"Such in brief are the difficulties, mechanical and physical, which have so long embarrassed the work, and which I
fear will be impossible to surmount at a place to remote from
every convenience, and where it is so nearly impracticable to
replace any part of the necessary machinery." However, he
was still completely unbowed in his contention that artesian
water existed, and that it was possible to reach it by boring if
only the proper equipment were available.
On July 10, with the approval of the Secretary of War,
Pope's recommendation that the Pecos experiment be declared impracticable was accepted. So, with the greatest of
disappointment and a well at a depth of 1,050 feet, he packed
his machinery and camp equipage once more and turned his
back upon three years of indefatigable labor, of his brightest hopes and fondest dreams, now shattered beyond redemption, and proceeded to Fort Fillmore.
Although Pope had thus far given Anton Chico as the location, or perhaps approximate location, of a proposed well,
but the site seems to have been actually located near Galisteo,37 a good fifty miles west of Anton Chico and about twenty-five miles south of Santa Fe. All further communications
refer to this point. Col. Benjamin Louis Eulalie Bonneville,
commanding the Department of New Mexico in 1859, reports
an escort to Capt. Pope's artesian well party at Galisteo,38
composed of one officer and sixty-one men of the Mounted
Rifles, the officer being Lieut. C. H. McNalley.
Boring commenced "with the steam power" on December
1, 1858,39 and by June 24, 1859, had reached the depth of
37. Report of Sec. of War, 1859; 36 Cong., 1 Seas., Sen. Ex. Does., Vol. 2, No.2, 1'1'.
544-48.
38. Bonneville to Thomas, July 15, 1859; Ms., Letters Reeeived, Adjutant General's
Offiee, Old Files Section, Executive Division.
39. Report of See. of War, 1859, 01'. cit.
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1,301 feet, a rate of progress which Pope considered
quite creditable. Water had risen in the well to within twenty
feet of the surface, and "-by going a mile or two further to
the south, and selecting someplace where deep washes had
been made by the surface drainage, it could be made to overflow the surface of such ravines" by boring to depths of not
more than 330 feet. Such results, he said, would be sufficient
to supply the needs of travellers along this route to Albuquerque but not those of agriculture. Pope here implied that nothing short of his oft-repeated "water overflowing to the
surface," would answer to the needs of agriculture, and indeed, viewed from the pumping equipment of that day he
was quite right, for steam powered pumps were far too expensive to operate for the use of the individual farmer.
Pope now gives the impression that his interest in the
project had burned to embers: "The work will be prosecuted
up to the 1st of July, when I shall close up the affairs of the
expedition and march for Fort Leavenworth."40 It is most
likely that his appropriation, which sometime during operations had been increased by an additional $60,000,41 had
by now become exhausted, and Congress, now apathetic, had
failed to provide more. Indeed, the experiment had been
somewhat of a; thorn in the side of that body, for public reaction to it had not been kind. Newspapers of the day severely
castigated both Congress and others implicated, charging
wanton waste of public funds and referring to the experiment as "Pope's Folly."42 Quite a contrast to the untold millions of dollars spent in later years to develop the many huge
projects now supplying water to agricultural areas throughout the West, and one of which has actually inundated most
of the site of Pope's supply camp on the Pecos.
Today there is little visable evidence of Pope's activities
to be found. 43 The ledge of rocks over which he crossed his
40. Ibid.
41. Conkling, The Butterfield OverUlnd Mail, 1857-1869, p. 386.
42. Ibid.
Personal Investigations of the Author.

43.
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train of wagons to the east bank of the Pecos, while enroute
to the Red River in 1854, is still to be seen just above the
mouth of Delaware Creek. All trace of his crossing has long
since been erased by the many raging floods of which the
Pecos is capable, and the banks are now high and abrupt,
causing one to wonder how such a feat could be possible.
The ruins of Pope's Camp, one small flagstoned space, a
few feet in area, and a couple of tumbled down stone foundations, are silent reminders of the past. The location is known
to only a small handful of local residents, very few of whom,
in turn, know the history of the place.
The site of the third well is marked on official Eddy
County, New Mexico, maps by the single word "Pope," and
is very sketchily known locally as "Pope's Hill." Three and
a half miles southwest of the old Ross "V Staple" Ranch
headquarters, and, despite Pope's statement that it was eight
miles from the Pecos, it is no more than four miles from that
stream. The hill rises about a hundred feet above the surrounding plain and furnishes a splendid view of the countryside. Atop the hill are the ruins of four or five rock shelters,
one still contains the remains of a stone fireplace. Judging
from the size of these ruins and the prominent location, it
is probable that they were the quarters, and perhaps mess,
of Pope, his fellow officers stationed at the site, and his civilian superintendent in charge of boring operations. Below
the hill, to the south, are several smaller rock ruins which
may have been the quarters of some of the laborers, or perhaps their kitchen shelters or mess. The small number of
rocks composing each ruin indicates that they were not complete buildings but only low walls, surmounted by tents for
roofs.
Sheltered by the hill, on the southwest side, is a large
depression, showing signs of having been excavated by hand,
in the bottom of which, by diligent search with a shovel, may
still be found bits of scrap iron, which, together with considerable charcoal, indicates that it was probably the location
of the blacksmith's forge. Adjoining this supposed shop area,
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a few feet to the south, is found a wide distribution of charcoal, intermixed with the sand and gravel of the hillside, too
plentiful to have been merely the result of a forge fire, indicating ,the probable location of the mesquite-fired boiler. A
diligent search of the area reveals no other charcoal deposits.
When the writer visited this site recently, there were several
pieces of torn, battered pipe, about the size of Pope's smallest
iron tubing, lying about, which, with the proximity of the
probable site of the boiler, would indicate that the actual site
of the third well was also on this spot.
Local sources also say that the old boiler, abandoned just
before Pope marched for the Anton Chico site, lay near here
until recent years, when it was hauled away for scrap.
Standing 'atop Pope's Hill one can see, several miles to
the southeast, two or three oil wells, outriders of a small,
encroaching field, and to the southwest, the blue, sparkling
waters of Red Bluff Lake and the Pecos River, but other
than these the view affords nothing but an enormous expanse
of country, plains and long, rolling hills, for many miles
around. One cannot but help marvelling at the temerity, courage, and tenacity of purpose of this party, Pope and men
alike, who braved these solitudes, hundreds of miles from
society, comfort and even wholesome food, to pioneer the idea
of providing water for a thirsty land.
As somewhat of an anti-climax to the artesian well experiment, in 1890, artesian water was accidently discovered in
the town of Roswell, New Mexico, approximately 120 miles
north of Pope's site. Here the original discovery was made at
a depth of 160 feet and a flow of four gallons a minute was
developed. This discovery well was followed by a much larger
supply at 250 to 1,000 feet, producing from 1,000 to 9,100
gallons a minute, and resulted in the eventual completion of
a total of 1854 wells in Chavez and Eddy Counties.
This artesian basin was supplied in precisely the same
manner claimed by Pope as a source for his anticipated wells
except that the source lay in the Sacramento Mountains, some
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miles to the north of the Guadalupes. These wells of the Roswell and Artesia area did just what Pope so fondly hoped to
accomplish on the Llano Estacado-they transformed thousands of acres of desert land into beautiful, highl~ productive
farms, many of which were veritable show places until the
underground water supply became depleted from over production in the early years of 1900.
Although Pope's location was fully 80 miles from the
nearest of the Roswell-Artesia wells, he has certainly been
vindicated in his belief that the mountains of southern New
Mexico were a source of artesian water. "Pope's Folly" was
not so fallacious after all, and foolish though his experiment
may have appeared to some it was still noble in the perspective of man's stubborn drive to conquer Nature's forbidding
frontiers.
Pope's monthly expenses
prices, for example:

fo~

1855

a~e inte~eBting

in the light of

p~esent

day inflated

1 geologist [D~. Shuma~d] at $150. 1 Bupe~intendent a~tesian boring $150. 1 assistant
in cha~ge of magnetic observations and topog~aphe~ $120. 1 assistant in charge of meteorological observations and assistant astronomer $80. 1 assistant in charge commissary and
qua~termaste~ stores $50. 3 sub-assistants in cha~ge making and p~eserving collections
in botany and natural histo~y and care of instruments $50. 1 blacksmith $50. 1 coppersmith $50. 1 carpE1Ut~ $50. 3 augers new $40. 1 wagonmaster $50. 12 teamsters at $30
per month (these men are rated as teamsters and drive while on the march but are employed at work night and day with the boring part and paid accordingly.) 6 teamsters
at $25. 6 laborers at $30. 4 herders of mules and cattle at $25. 1 cook for artesian party.
at $25. 1 servant and 1 cook for geologist mess at $25 each.
Rations were listed at 13 cents per ration and transportation charges on same at
10 cent per pound, making one month's rations. for 50 men cost a total of $495, i.e. rations
$195 and transportation $300.
The whole expenses of the entire party for one year to March 1st., 1856 had been
$55,719.72'12.
In invoicing the value of his equipment he listed the following:
artesian apparatus $3,750. 108 mules at $60. 16 wagons at $150. 8 horses' (ponies for
express duties etc.) at $60. 96 sets harness at $6. 2 spring wagons and harness at $250.
camp equipage, forge, arms, etc., $100. The whole value of equipment was $15,186.00.
UWhen it is necessary to employ the army at work on fortifications, in surveys, in
cutting roads, and other constant labor of not less than ten daYs, the non-commissioned
officers and soldiers so employed are enrolled as 'extra-duty men, and are allowed twentyfive cents a day when employed as laborers and teamsters, and forty cents a day when
employed as mechanics, at all stations east ·of the Rocky Mountains, and thirty-five and
fifty cents per day, respectively, at all stations west of those mountains."
Extract from: Article XXXIX, Working Parties, Regulations For the Army of the
United States. 1857. New York: Harper & Brothers, Publishers. (Chief of Military History to Lee Myers, Washington, D.C., March 1, 1961).

CONFEDERATE HERO AT VAL VERDE

By ODIE B. FAULK*
HERE are many men who in their own time were widely
known and performed great deeds, yet who are almost entirely forgotten by present-day historians. Such a neglected
figure is Major General Tom Green, a Confederate hero of.
ten confused with one of his contemporaries, Thomas J efferson Green. Both played important roles during the days of
the Republic of Texas, but T. J. Green left Texas in 1845
and was in no way connected with the Confederate invasion
of New Mexico.
Born July 8, 1814, in Buckingham County, Virginia,
Green moved with his parents to Tennessee in 1817 and settled on a farm near Winchester. 1 There he spent his youth
at work and in school, graduating in 1834 from the University of Tennessee. He studied law for over a year, but was
restless and longed for excitement. 2 In the fall of 1835 like
many other Southern youths, he decided his destiny lay west
of the Sabine River where the Texans were fighting the tyranny and usurpations of Santa Anna. Green arrived in
Nacogdoches on Christmas Day, 1835, enlisted as a private
in the regular Texan army, and participated in the SanJacinto campaign as one of the artillerymen who manned the
Twin Sisters. Although he was promoted to the rank of
major and aide-de-camp to General Thomas J. Rusk shortly
after the battle, Green decided he did not want an army
career. He resigned on May 30, 1836, and returned to Tennessee for further law study.3

T

• Library 318. The University of Arizona, Tucson, Ariz.
1. Tom Green's tombstone, Oakwood Cemetery, Austin; Biographical Encyclopedia
of Texas (New York: Southern Publication Company, 1880), 121; Joseph D. Sayers,
"To Tom Green," Dallas Morning News, February 23, 1909, p. 8.
2. Elizabeth LeNoir Jennett. ed., Biographical Directory of Texan Convention. and
Congre.se. (Austin: The State of Texas, 1941), 90; Sayers, "To Tom Green."
3. Louis W. Kemp, San Jacinto Roll (Mss, Archives, Texas State Library, Austin) ;
Sam H. Dixon and Louis W. Kemp, The Heroe. of San Jacinto (Houston: The Anson
Jones Press, 1932), 78-79.
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The same restless urge still moved in his blood, however.
In the spring of 1837, apparently without ever taking the
bar exam, Green returned to the Lone Star Republic where
he secured the post of engrossing clerk in the Second Session of the First Texan Congress, a position he held in the
Second, Third, and Fifth Congresses. 4 He was a member of
the House of Representatives in the Fourth Congress and
secretary of the Senate in the Sixth and Eighth Congresses.
In 1841 he became clerk of the Supreme Court, a post he
honorably held until the outbreak of the Civil War. 5 He accepted his land bonus and his headright certificate and
claimed a total of 2,756 acres, most of which was located
in Fayette County, southeast of Austin. He made his home,
when not at the capital, at LaGrange, the county seat of
Fayette County.6
In addition to his other activities, Green found time to
participate in nine Indian and Mexican campaigns during
the hectic years of the republic. The most outstanding expeditions of which he was a member were the' John H.
Moore campaign against the Comanches in 1841 and the
Mier Expedition of 1842. Green narrowly missed capture at
Mier; the scouting company. of which he was a part was
allowed to return home the day before the fighting occurred
for all appeared peaceful at that time. 7
During the Mexican War Green served as a rans-er captain under John C. Hayes and distinguished himself for
bravery during the battle for Monterrey. After his discharge
in the fall of 1846, he returned to Texas and the following
4. Of all the biographical sketches of Green, only Jennett, Biographical Directory.
90, states that he took the bar exam. There is good reason for doubt, however. Mrs.
Z. T. Fulmore, "Tom Green," Confederate Veteran, XV (February 1907), 79; for his
appointments in the House of Representatives, see the appropriate House Journals.
5. For Green's activities in the Fourth Congress, see the House Journal for that year;
see the Senate Journals for his activities in that body; for his appointment in the
Supreme Court, see "Minutes of the Supreme Court of Texas, 1841-1849" (Office of the
Supre;"e Court, Austin).
6. Kemp, San Jacinto Roll.
,
7. Sterling B. Hendricks, "The Somervell Expedition to the Rio Grande," The Southwestern Historical Quarterly, XXIII (October 1919), 115-135; Biographical Encyclopedia,
122.
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January married Mary Wallace Chambers. In addition to
their own six children, Green and his wife raised another
half dozen who were the orphaned brothers and sisters of
his wife. 8
With the outbreak of the Civil War, young men and old
in both North and South hurried to the standards of their
respective loyalties. Green cast his lot with Texas and the
South. At that time he was forty-seven years old; since the
age of twenty-one he had been engaged in numerous battles
against the Indians and Mexicans and had gained valuable
experience in warfare. During the summer of 1861 he saw
a notice that Brig. Gen. H. H. Sibley was recruiting "Volunteer Cavalry" in San Antonio for an expedition to conquer
New Mexico from the Yankees. Green accepted a commission
as colonel and commander of the Fifth Regiment in the Sibley Brigade. 9
Poorly armed and ill-prepared for the wintry cold of
New Mexico, the men left San Antonio on October 26, 1861,
full of high spirits and expectations of victory. As the troops
proudly filed past Sibley's reviewing stand, one company
failed to hear an order to turn and marched straight ahead,
soon passing out of sight over a nearby hill. "Gone to Hell,"
grunted Sibley, unaware that he was accurately forecasting
the outcome of his entire New Mexican venture. 10
Traveling in small detachments because of the scarcity
of water and grass along the San Antonio-El Paso road, the
Brigade members suffered from Apache attacks, food shortages, and inept leadership. Sibley was unaffectionately dubbed the "Walking Whiskey Keg" by the troops, and it was
8. Samuel C. Reid. Jr., The Scouting Expeditions of McCulloch's Texas Rangers.
(Philadelphia: J. W. Bradley, 1860), 152-204; Biographical Encyclopedia, 123; Diary of
Sarah Glenn Riddell. Tom Green Scrapbook (Mas, Archives, Texas State Library, Austin).
9. Gertrude Harris, A Tale of Men Who Knew Not Fear (San Antonio: Alamo
Printing Co., 1935), 22-25.
10. W. T. Wroe, New Mexico Campaign in 1861-62 (Mss, n.d., Confederate Museum,
Austin) ; W. W. Heartsill, Fourteen Hundred and 91 Days in the Confederate Army
(Jackson, Tenn.: McCowat-Mercer Press, 1954; facsimile reprint of 1876 original), 49.
For the details of this entire campaign see William 1. Waldrip, "New Mexico During
the Civil War," NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW, XXVIII (July 1953), 163.182, and
XXVIII (October 1953). 251-290.
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noted that he always remained well in the rear as they entered enemy territory.ll Fortunately for the Texans there
were three able leaders among them: Tom Green, "Dirty
Shirt" Bill Scurry, and A. P. Bagby. To these men, all of
whom later became generals in the Confederate Army, the
men turned for leadership.
The Brigade reunited at Fort Quitman on the Rio Grande
some eighty miles south of EI Paso and moved toward Fort
Craig, New Mexico, where Col. Edward Richard Canby, Sibley's brother-in-law, waited with an estimated five to .eight
thousand Federal troops. On the evening of February 20,
1862, the Confederates camped three miles east of the Fort,
which was located on the west bank of the Rio Grande. 12
During the night a Federal captain, James Graydon, conceived a daring plan to cause panic among the Confederate
force. Receiving permission from Canby- for his enterprise,
Graydon and a scouting company loaded twelve twenty-four
pound howitzer shells into two wooden boxes, cut the fuses
very short, lashed the boxes on the backs of two mules, and
stealthily crossed the river, intending to lead the mules
within sight of the Texans' horses, light the fuses, and turn
the mules loose, assuming that they would head for the
nearby animals. All worked as planned until the mules were
released. Instead of walking into the Texan's camp, the stubborn animals turned and followed the retreating Federals.
When the first shells exploded, the Texans grabbed their
weapons and hurried forth to drive away the enemy, but
there was no need. The mules were doing the job for them
very nicely,l3
There was nothing humorous about the next day, however. At 9 A.M. the battle commenced on the east bank of the
11. Theophilus Noel, Autobiography and Reminiscences (Chicago: Theo Noel Establishment, 1904), 61-62.
12. Thea Noel, A .Campaign From Santa Fe to the Mississippi of the Old Sibley
Brigade (Shreveport, La.: Shreveport News Printing Establishment, 1865), 12; Harris,
A Tale of Men Who Knew Not Fear, 31-32. For the story of the Battle of Val Verde see
Colonel M. L. Crimmins, contributor, "The Battle of Val Verde," NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL
REVIEW, VII (October 1932), 348-352.
13. Harris, A Tale of Men Who Knew Not Fear, 31-32.
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Rio Grande. Sibley confessed in his official report that he had
b.een "sick" for several days previously, but that he took to
his saddle· to direct the engagement personally. During the
morning and early afternoon it appeared that the Federals
would win, and the Confederate commander decided he was
too "exhausted" to continue. About 1 :30 P.M. he retired
from the scene, leaving Tom Green in charge of the Confederate forces. 14 Two hours later Canby saw that the tide of
battle was in his favor and ordered six pieces of artillery
across the river to hasten the end of fighting. When these
opened fire, he directed a concentrated movement against
both ends of the Texans' line. Several volunteer companies
of New Mexico militia refused to obey the command, however, and Green took advantage of the weakened right wing
of the Federal force by ordering a charge. The Rebels advanced on the Northerners with such fury that the tide of
battle changed. The artillerymen fled in retreat toward the
safety of the walls of Fort Craig, and the Union infantry
joined them. Shortly after this maneuver had succeeded,
Sibley felt well enough to reassume command. His first
order was to cease pursuit of the Federals and break off the
engagement. 15 During the day's engagement, the Confederates suffered 36 killed, 150 wounded, and 1 missing; the
Northerners reported 68 killed, 160 wounded, and 35
missing. 10
Instead of attacking Fort Craig, Sibley continued the
march northward. Green and a force of four hundred hurried ahead of the others and captured Albuquerque, and
14. H. H. Sibley to General S. Cooper [Confederate Adjutant and Inspector General],
Headquarters Army of New Mexico, Fort Bliss, Texas, May 4, 1862, Official Records The
War of the Rebellion (70 vols., Washington, D.C.: Government Printing Office, 18801902), Series I. Vol. IX, 507.
15. T. B. Collins, Undated broadside used in J. D. Sayer's campaign for the office of
governor of Texas (Sayers Papers, University of Texas Archives, Austin) : Tom Green,
Report of the Battle of Val Verde, February 22, 1862, quoted in The War of the Rebel.
lion, Series I. Vol. IX, 522.
16. Confederate losses are reported in Tom Green, Report of the Battle of Val Verde;
Union losses are reported in Ed. R. S. Canby to the Adjutant-General of the Army,
Headquarters Department of New Mexico, Fort Craig, N. Mex., March 1, 1862. quoted
in The War of the Rebellion Series I, Vol. IX, 493.
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Santa Fe was taken with no resistance a few days later.
Sibley paused to rest in the capital, but he knew that he had
to take Fort Union to secure his position. -He sent a detachment under the command of Col. Scurry to do the job, but they
met unexpected resistance at Glorieta Pass. A desperate battle ensued in which the Yankees were forced to retreat, but
the Southerners lost their equipment and many lives and
were likewise forced to pull back to AlbuquerqueY
Before Sibley's force could begin another thrust, word
reached the Confederate leaders that a large body of Federal
troops were advancing toward New Mexico from Missouri,
while from the South Canby, aware that reinforcements
were coming, was moving toward Albuquerque with his reorganized army. Sibley convened a council of war to consider the alternatives: defeat, surrender, or retreat. Since
the Southern cause was far from lost in the spring of 1862,
the council made the logical choice of returning to Texas
where the men of the Brigade could be employed in other
battles. On April 12 the Texans began the long trek home. 1s
The retreat was a series of indescribable horrors. An
outbreak of smallpox decimated the ranks, supplies were
nonexistent, and water was scarce. Sibley on April 30 abandoned the Brigade and hurried to Fort Bliss and safety,
leaving Tom Green to command the men on the long homeward march. Green succeeded despite Indians, loss of horses,
disease and discouragement. During June and July, 1862,
the once-proud army straggled into San Antonio. 19
17. W. R. Scurry to Maj. A. M. Jackson [Assistant Adjutant-General, Army of
New Mexico], Santa Fe, N. Mex., March 31, 1862, The War of the Rebellion, Series I,
V~1. IX, 542-545. For the accounts of this battIe Bee "Confederate Reminiscences,"
NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW, V (July 1930), 315-324, and J. F. Santee, "The Battle of
La Glorietta Pass," NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW, VI (January 1931), 66-75.
18. George H. Pettis, "The Confederate Invasion of New Mexico and Arizona,"
quoted in Hom and Wallace, eds., Union Army Operations in 'the Southwest (Albuquerque, N.M.: Horn and Wallace Publishers,1961),139.
19. Noel, Campaign, 33; Noel, Autobiography, 63-64. Perhaps this treatment of
Sibley is rather harsh, for in his Younger daYB Sibley had been a good man and a brave
Boldier. By 1861-1862, however, he seems to have taken to drink heavily. After the New
Mexican fiasco, Sibley was given a staff position under E. Kirby Smith and Dick Taylor
in the Confederate Army of the Trans-Mississippi West.
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In November 1862 the "Texas Volunteer Cavalry," as
the Sibley Brigade was rechristened, united at Hempstead,
Texas, after a long furlough. Sibley himself did not return,
and wags in the unit spread the rumor that the general had
crawled into a jug of whiskey and pulled the stopper in behind him. Their new commander was Colonel James Reily.20
Before the Brigade could be sent to Louisiana where it
was desperately needed, Galveston was occupied by the
Northerners as part of the Federal strategy to blockade the
South. Gen. J. B. Magruder, Confederate commander of the
District of Texas, determined to retake the town. He secured
two small channel steamers, the Neptune and the Bayou City,
and lined their sides with bales of cotton for protection from
small arms fire. A call for volunteers to man the craft was
fruitless in Houston, whereupon Tom Green offered to command them if his own men from his regiment could go with
him. Magruder gratefully accepted the offer, and a plan of
action was arranged. 21
On December 31 all was ready. At Harrisburg Green
and his men boarded the small vessels and set out down the
channel. The battle for Galveston commenced the following
morning, January 1, 1863, at 4 :30 A.M. with an attack by
Magruder's land force. Under cover of darkness and the protection of the guns of the nearby Federal fleet, the Northern troops had the best of the fight. Toward dawn Magruder
was considering a withdrawal when a cry arose from the
attacking Texans, "Green's coming! The fleet's in sight !"22
The Union naval commanders turned their attention to
the approaching steamers and opened fire. The Neptune was
hit amidship, broke in half, and quickly sank, but the water
was so shallow that when the boat settled to the bottom of
the bay the Texans aboard it could stand on deck and not get
wet. Green, in personal command of the other Confederate
steamer, the Bayou City, ordered the equivalent of a charge.
20. Noel, Autobiography, 99.
21. Noel, Campaign, 4l.
22. Spencer Ford, "Oration delivered by Hon. Spencer Ford, in the Capitol. at the
Funeral Ceremonies, over the Remains of Maj. Gen. Tom Green," Tom Green Scrapbook.
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His ship rammed the Harriet Lane, a large Federal gunboat,
and at their commander's order the Texans stormed aboard.
Green himself, pistol in hand, was one of the first members of the boarding party. Some thoughtful Texan cut the
Harriet Lane's netting, the sails fell, and in a moment the
gunboat surrendered. Green thereupon ordered the ship's
guns turned on the other Federal craft in the harbor, which
the Texans willingly did with good results. One Union ship
was sunk by the fire and another, filled with supplies, captured. The others quickly sailed away. The Massachusetts
troops ashore, seeing their naval support gone, quickly surrendered, and Galveston was once again in Confederate
hands. 23
The Brigade returned to Hempstead shortly thereafter,
and a month later marched for Louisiana where Union General Nathanial P. Banks was vigorously pursuing the Southern points. On April 7, 1863, at Berwick Bay the Texans
united with the retreating Confederate troops commanded
by Maj. Gen. Dick Taylor, son of Zachary Taylor of Mexican War fame. A series of engagements followed in which
the Brigade acquitted itself bravely and slowed the retreat.
Col. Reily was killed in the skirmish at Camp Bisland, and
Green as surviving senior officer assumed command. His
action was officially confirmed by an order of April 13 and
his force renamed the First Cavalry Brigade, but unofficially
it was known as Green's Division. 24
A newspaperman, writing about Green's efforts during
Taylor's retreat, stated that the hero of Val Verde was
"fighting the enemy from dawn till dark, watching from
dark till the ensuing morn, disputing every foot of ground,
burning every bridge (himself the last to cross) ; in sight
and in range of the enemy's guns, he and his men were constantly on duty, often forty-eight hours without either rest
23. Philip C. Tucker, "United States Gunboat Harriet Lane," The Southwestern
Historical Quarterly, XXI (April 1918), 366; Richard B. Irwin, "The Capture of Port
Hudson," Battles and Leaders of the Civil War (4 vola., New York: The Century Co.,
1884), III, 586-587.
24~ Ford, "Funeral Oration;" Noel, Campaign, 127.
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or food."25 Taylor gave credit where it was due; 'he called
Green the "Ney-the Shield and Buckler" of his army and
recommended the Texan for promotion. On May 4, 1863,
Green received the coveted star of a brigadier genera1. 26
.When Banks grew tired of pursuing Taylor's force, both
Federals and Confederates encamped to rest. Green and his
Texans, however, began a series of hard-hitting, fast-moving
guerilla raids which lasted six months and brought hope to
many discouraged Southerners in the Louisiana area. Riding mules because of their greater endurance, the Texans
would strike, ride scores of miles without resting, and unexpectedly strike again.' Soon Green's exploits made his
name a household word throughout Louisiana and Texas,
and his fame spread across the victory-starved South.
Green's Division gained victory after victory, and a steady
stream of prisoners and captured supplies flowed into
Taylor's headquarters. At Brashear City on June 23, Green
and his cavalry surprised a numerically superior foe, defeated them decisively, took 1,800 prisoners, recaptured two
to three thousand Negro slaves who had been employed in
work parties by the Federals, and dispatched three million
dollars worth of badly needed commissary and quartermaster supplies, along with twelve pieces of artillery, to Taylor.
The Texans in this engagement suffered only three killed and
twenty-one wounded, a tribute to Green's careful planning
and daring execution of the raid. 27
Similar exploits at LaFourche, Morgan's Ferry, and
Borbeaux followed. Green, although almost fifty years old,
amazed his men by his powers of endurance and the cheerfulness with which he submitted to the hardships and privations they suffered; he inspired his troops with the same
spirit and spurred them on to greater exertions. 28
Gen, Banks, tiring of his losses in Louisiana, decided to
25. E. H. Cushing, unidentified newspaper clipping, Tom Green Scrapbook.
26. Ibid.
Green, official "Report," quoted in Noel, Campaign, 51-53.
Pendleton Murrah, "Oration Delivered by Gov. P. Murrah, in the Capitol, at the
Funeral Ceremonies over the Remains of Maj. Gen. Tom Green," Tom Green Scrapbook.
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attack the Rebels at a different point: the Lower Rio Grande
Valley. Magruder sent urgent pleas from Texas to his superiors for additional troops to aid in expelling the intruders,
and Green's Division was ordered home in December. They
arrived in Houston from Louisiana on Christmas Day, 1863,
and Green was named commander of Galveston Island. When
it became apparent that no attack would come at that point,
the Division moved to Hempstead once again and encamped.
It was· there on February 18, 1864, that the men were
cheered by news that Taylor had recommended Green for
promotion to maj or general. 29
Gen. Banks was not resting, however. In Louisiana he
was assembling a force of 27,000 men with the intention of
moving up the Red River and capturing the fertile East
Texas farm area and the factories at Marshall and Henderson. To counter this threat, Confederate strategists ordered
Taylor to move against the Federals. Green's Division on
March 5, 1864, took a hasty farewell of family, friends, and
home and set out for Louisiana to aid in the counterthrust.
They joined Taylor on April 5 at Mansfield. 30
As the Federals advanced, the overconfident Banks had
stretched his army the length of a day's march along a narrow road running through a pine forest. Taylor was aware
of the exposed position of the Yankees and deployed his
troops accordingly. Four miles from Mansfield eleven thousand Rebels concealed themselves on April 8 along the edge
of the trees facing the road. Green and part of his division
spent the morning harassing the Union advance in order to
give Taylor time to properly locate his men. Then, when all
was ready, the Texans withdrew to the ambush site and
joined their comrades. 31
29. Ford, "Funeral Oration;" Noel, Campaign, 74, 130; Ezra J. Warner, Generals
in Gray (Baton Rouge, La.: Louisiana State University Press, 1959), 117, 376. Warner
comments that Green was referred to as a major general in the Official Records of the
War of the RebeUion, but that no record of his promotion to that rank has ever been
found.
30. Thomas O. Selfridge, "The Navy in the Red River," Battles and Leaders, IV.
369; Richard B. Irwin, "The Red River Campaign," Battles and Leaders, IV, 352.
31. Irwin, "The Red River Campaign,',' 352: Ford, "Funeral Oration;" Murrah,
uFunera] Oration."
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To the tune of Dixie, played by an improvised band, the
battle commenced about four in the afternoon. The Confederates poured a withering fire into the enemy ranks, and the
Northern troops in confusion turned and fled down the road
along which they had been advancing. Union teamsters abandoned the supply wagons and joined in the retreat, compounding the chaos and hampering the desperate Federal
officers as they tried to restore order. Shortly before dark
the Northerners attempted to make use of their artillery, but
Green ordered a charge that overran the guns, captured
them, and set the Yankees to flight once more. During the
decisive battle at Mansfield, the Union army suffered 1,500
killed or wounded, 2,000 more were captured, and the Confederates took twenty pieces of artillery, two hundred wagons loaded with supplies, and thousands of small arms. 32
On the night of April 9, the Confederate leaders decided
to leave Green and his division to watch and harass Banks'
withdrawal, while the main body of Taylor's troops hastened
northward to aid in blocking a threatened invasion of North
Texas from Arkansas by Union Maj. Gen. Frederick Steele
and 17,000 Yankees. 33
On the morning of April 12 Green's scouts reported that
a Union gunboat, the Osage, had run aground in the nearby
Red River. Arriving at Blair's Landing, ·the Texan commander found the gunboat had freed itself and had been
joined by two other boats. He posted three pieces of artillery
on a nearby hill and planned his attack. Then loosing a
withering fire of musketry at a distance of one hundred
yards, the Texans commenced the battle. The Union gunboats countered with grape and canister shot with telling
effect. Green saw that the unequal contest could not long
continue without serious Confederate losses and decided to
take a desperate gamble. He called for a charge. Placing himself at the head of his men, he told them he would show them
how to fight and called on them to follow him. The Texans
32. Irwin, "The Red River Campaign." 354; Harry M. Henderson, Texas in the Con.
federacy (San Antonio: The Naylor Company. 1955). 59-60; Collins, Campaign Broadside.
33. Irwin. "The Red River Campaign." 355-356.
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jumped into their saddles and with Rebel yells set out. Some
forty yards from the Osage a cannon shell struck Gen. Green
in the forehead, tearing away the upper portion of his skull
and killing him instantly. Shortly thereafter the Texans
ceased their attack and withdrew, but they had succeeded in
carrying out their assignment. Banks' scheme to capture
East Texas had failed. 34
Green's body was returned to Austin where it lay in state
in the chamber of the Hall of Representatives for three days.
On May 2 he was interred in his family burial plot in Oakwood Cemetery in Austin. The great men of the state gathered to pay homage to the departed hero in one of the largest
funeral ceremonies ever accorded a Texan. 35
Tom Green lived under four of the six flags of Texas and
fought under three of them. He personally participated in
almost every major event which transpired in the Lone Star
State between 1835 and 1864, doing his duty to his family,
state, and nation. His name is inseparably linked with the
past of Texas, a past he helped create and di:t;ect.
Yet Green possessed a strange temperament for a military hero. During times of peace he was content to farm at
LaGrange and to sit quietly copying documents as clerk of
the Supreme Court. He was well-educated, quiet and sober,
and moved in the best circles of early Texas society. In war,
however, he was as brave and daring as the most fool-hardy.
He would lay aside his pen and his quiet ways and hasten to
participate in the battle, always at the forefront of the
struggle. In an age of roughnecks-and many of the heroes
of early Texas were rough and unpolished-Green assumed
the leadership and commanded the respect and loyalty of the
frontiersmen as much by the force of his personality as by
his bravery. Tom Green the quiet law clerk and Tom Green
the daring military figure were two very different men, but
both were successful and respected.
34. Ibid., 356·357; Selfridge, "The Navy in the Red River," 363·364; "Account of
the Battle of Blair's Landing," unidentified newspaper clipping, Tom Green Scrapbook.
35. "Funeral Obsequis of Gen. Tom Green," unidentified newspaper clipping, Tom

Green Scrapbook.

MRS. BLAKE'S SUNDAY SCHOOL
By MARY BLAKE SALMANS*
HEN

my father visited New Mexico, only ten short

years after we had moved from the United States into
W
Mexico, he was surprised to find that Deming had grown

into a good-sized town and had settled down to be respectable and law-abiding~
"It even has well-built churches and modern schools," he
told us on his return.
But it had been a very different place when we arrived
there in 1882. My relatives have long contended that I cannot possibly remember Deming, but I do, very distinctly,
although I was only a few years old when I last saw the little
western settlement. Probably my memories have been kept
alive by hearing the older members of the family tell the
adventures we went through there; but when I was about
eighteen years old I finally convinced my father that I personally did recall them, because I could supply names and incidents which he had never mentioned in his narratives.
Away back in 1879, my father, at twenty-nine, was the
city editor of the Hawkeye in Burlington, Iowa, and he was
the father of three tiny girls. The quiet life of the beautiful
little midwestern city which was our home was eminently
suited to a book-loving, studious man, such as my father,
and he had no desire to leave Burlington; but life has a bagful of changes for each of us and she is apt to pull something
out of the bag at a moment's notice.
One day Poppa came home from a visit to his doctor,
looking very dismal. (Like most American children of our
time, we called our parents, "Poppa" and "Momma." Years
later, after Momma had died and we had a step-mother who
was also dear to us, we said, "Pa-pa" and "Mam-ma," with
the accent demurely on the second syllable. This was partly
• Apartado 51, Guanajuato (Gto.), Mexico.
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because "Mam-ma" was a stickler for correct English and
partly because the title distinguished her from our own
mother.)
"The doctor says I mustn't go on living in the Iowa climate," Poppa said to our mother sadly. "I could get a small
job with that surveying company that's going south, but I
can't leave you and the babies to starve."
Momma, who was a great contrast to Poppa, being as
big, blonde and healthy as he was slender, dark and delicate,
scoffed at the idea of starving.
"I taught school before I was married, and I haven't
forgotten how," she said, "Of course, you must go!"
So Poppa joined the surveying expedition, while Momma
taught school in'Morning Sun, Iowa. We lived there with
Poppa's mother, a wonderful woman who always seemed
glad to take in any, or all, of the families of her three sons.
The life-giving air of the southwest gradually healed
Poppa's lungs. When the surveying job was over, he got a
position on a railroad, and after two years he was able to
send for his family.
I had my fourth birthday on the southbound journey,
and my mother celebrated it to the best of her ability, by
buying us each a stick of peppermint candy. That journey
was a marvellous experience to us children. I remember the
disgust of my older sisters because I could not pronounce the
word "train" correctly, but that didn't keep me from acquiring a keen enjoyment of "trains." In fact, I have never gotten over the thrill of travel.
After we had had a sojourn at Poppa's post in Benson,
Arizona, he was made station agent at Deming, New Mexico.
What a bleak and barren place Deming looked after Burlington and Morning Sun, with their yards full of gracious
trees and their streets ringing with the laughter of happy
children! Our house consisted of a single large room in the
middle of what seemed to me a vast lot, whose monotony was'
broken by an occasional dwarfed mesquite tree.
Momma divided our dwelling into two rooms by a heavy
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curtain. One side. of the room was our sleeping quarters, the
other was kitchen, dining-room and sitting-room combined.
We had a little outdoor "privy," and later the lot had the
addition of a shed, when we could afford the cow who plays
an important part in this narrative.
The raw little town seemed always full of "hands" from
neighboring ranches, and for years the word "cow-boy" was
for me a synonym of "bad man." I was terrified of them,
although I am convinced now that they were as afraid of
me as I was of them. I was the delicate and spoilt baby of
the family and given to tears at the slightest provocation.
The saloon-which took the place of a club for the male
inhabitants-was across the enormous lot, directly in front
of our house. We children used to sit by our door and listen
with big-eyed wonder to the reveling that went on there. We
were convulsed with merriment by the efforts of the cowboys to re-mount their horses, after a stay at "Mister Warren's," as we called the shack across the way; but when
there was shooting, Momma always hurried out to shoo her
little flock inside.
The saloon-keeper's family and older girl called Rose,
who lived at the fort, were at first the only other children of
Anglo-Saxon origin in town. My companion among the
saloon-keeper's off-spring was a rather horrid small boy
whom I called "Lonnie." Goodness knows what his name
really was-"Lawrence," perhaps! One morning he whispered to me darkly, "Come wif me and I'll show you somefin' that'll scare you."
"Oh, what?" I asked, intrigued by his mysterious manner.
"You jes come 'long and see."
Of course, I went, although my mother did not altogether
approve of Lonnie, who led me to a dark-red pool near the
saloon.
"Look!" said Lonnie, with unholy enjoyment, "That's
blood! A feller was shot-bang! Like this-and deaded right
here!"
I am afraid I disappointed Lonnie by not being half as

MRS. BLAKE'S SUNDAY SCHOOL

315

"scairt to death" at the time, as he urged me to be, yet that
dark, sinister pool haunted me for years.
Although the men of the neighborhood were rough and
uncouth, they had a strange respect for my mother, perhaps
because she had the reputation, falsely acquired, of being a
perfect shot. As there were constant threats of attacking Indians, the saloon-keeper, the two officers at the fort and
Poppa had bought guns, to be used only in self.,.defense, for
their wives. When the four women took their first lesson in
the use of firearms, Momma took up her gun indifferently
and shot at the bottle which had been set up on a fence as
their mark. The shattered pieces of glass flew in all directions!
Poppa concealed his surprise at this remarkable accident
and said with a proud laugh,'~ she does that every time! Ria,
it's no use trying to teach YOU anything more about guns!"
"No, I guess not," said Momma, quick to understand his
reasons for this whopper of a lie, "I'd better go home and
get along with my mending."
That was the first and last shot she ever fired, but her
reputation was assured.
One day we had dragged Momma from the house to see
some little tad-poles which had appeared in a rain-barrel,
and as we stood gazing at these phenomena, two cowboys
on horseback dashed around and around the lot, firing their
pistols in the air.
"Momma, why are those men acting up like that?" asked
my sister Nancy.
"Oh, they are probably signaling to those wagons over
there," Momma answered, and she waved her hand in a
friendly gesture to the young men, who probably reminded
her of some of her former pupils. It was not until some days
later that she learned that the young riders were trying to
frighten her, for they had heard tales of her great courage.
It is true that she was very brave, but on that occasion she
had not had the least idea that there had been any reason
to be frightened.
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"I miss going to church more than anything else," she
told Poppa one day, "I'm going to start aSunday school."
"You can at least try to have one," Poppa answered
sceptically.
It seemed that the captain at the fort was delighted with
the idea of a Sunday School in Deming, and gave Momma all
sorts of impractical advice about running one, and the railroad company put another one-roomed house at her disposal. (To do that company justice, they were constructing
a row of comfortable, five-roomed houses for their employees, and we moved into one of these later; but the earlier
days are the ones I recall most clearly.)
Momma faithfully taught her little group of seven pupils
every Sunday. There were three of her own children, three
of the saloon-keeper's and Rose-of-the-Fort. The younger··
cowboys also were earnestly invited to attend, but although
each answered sheepishly, "Yes, Ma'am. Thank you, Ma'am.
Maybe I'll show up," none of them ever did.
One very warm Sunday morning, a notoriously wicked
cowboy rode into town. He was a picturesque and handsome
rascal, and although our little legs seemed to turn to jelly
with fright when we looked at him, we little girls could
hardly be dragged away from the door from which we
watched him, fascinated, as he swaggered at the bar across
the way.
"You'd better give up your Sunday School for today,
Ria," Poppa advised, when he saw Momma making her preparations for the service, "Shooting Jack .is in town, and
one never knows what outrageous thing he'll do next."
"Well, this ONE doesn't care," retorted Momma, as she
braided Nancy's yellow locks, while Lula washed my face
with a vigor that was painful. "I'm certainly not going to
close my Sunday School just because a smart-alecky boy is
in town. He should have been spanked years ago. There,
Nannie! Put on your white dress, and help Mary with hers."
"Why don't you leave their hair loose?" How often I
heard Poppa ask that! "They'd look a lot prettier that way!"
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"Too hot," returned Momma, briefly, "Besides, I want
my daughters to look clean and good, rather than pretty."
She was always saying that, but I noticed that she looked
pleased whenever Lula's beautiful dark eyes or Nannie's
rose-petal cheeks were praised!
"Seems to me that they could look clean and good AND
pret'ty," Poppa said mildly. "But about Shooting Jackmaybe he has been spanked too much! I hear he comes from
one of the oldest New England families, and you know how
strict they· are-some of them, anyway. Call
Sunday
School today, like a good girl."
"Indeed, I shan't! Not unless you absolutely forbid me
to have it."
But Poppa never absolutely forbade anything any of us
wanted to do, as Momma very well knew.
Over in the saloon, Shooting Jack stopped pouring whiskey down his throat long enough to ask, "Where are those
young 'uns going with that tall whit'e squaw?"
"That's Mrs. Blake, the station agent's wife," answered
Mr. Warren, the saloon-keeper, who was his own bar-tender.
"She's a good-looking girl, all right. Having a picnic, I
suppose?"
"No-o." Mr. Warren was very apologetic. "Mrs. Blake
is religious, and we kind of indulge her. You know how sot
women folks can be. She has a Sunday school in that little
house over there."
.
,
"A Sunday school," Shooting Jack shouted, and then he
gave a succession of frightful oaths. "She's spoiling Deming !," he declared. "I came south to get rid of churches and
colleges and all that nonsense. She'll be starting an annex
to Harvard next! Why do you boys stand such an outrage?"
"Look here, Jack," said one of the men present, "Mis'
Blake aint the sort of snivelin' white-livered critters you're
thinking of. She's a mighty good sort. Tied up my hand when
it got hurt in a shooting scrape and talked to me purty and
jolly while she done it."

off
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"I suppose she got in some good advice about mending
your evil ways," remarked Shooting Jack bitterly.
"Wal, she did some of that, too," Momma's defender had
to admit.
"You see! She's spoiling Deming! I'm going to that Sunday school and frighten that dame so that she'll never try
again to plaster this town with prayers and hymn-books."
"Better stay here, Jack. The boys are all set for a game
of cards," Mr. Warren said, trying to speak casually.
Jack laughed.
"Your own brats are over there, eh? You needn't worry,"
he answered, "I never have hurt a child even when I've been
twice as drunk as I am now, and I never shall."
"I'll bet you five dollars you can't scare Mrs. Blake," said
one of the cowboys, suddenly.
"And I'll bet you ten!" cried another.
"Taken! And much obliged to both of you for offering
me easy money!"
The assembled cowboys watched Jack swagger away. The
Sunday school could be plainly seen from the saloon in that
scantily settled place. I like to believe that they were standing ready to help Momma, in case of need.
"She's putting the young 'uns out of the back window!"
exclaimed one, "But she herself. aint leaving."
"Now she's at the door, a'talking mighty polite to Shooting !," another reported. "She don't look a mite scairt. Well,
of all the-things! He's going in! Reckon he's drunker than
we thought."
There was nearly half an hour of waiting. The cowboys
moved restlessly about, but they all kept their eyes on the
little Sunday-school shack. At last, to their astonishment,
they saw Momma emerge, calm and smiling, followed by a
somewhat unsteady Shooting Jack. The couple walked to our
house which my mother entered and came out carrying her
clothes line. Then, to the intense delight and merriment of
the observers, they watched their anti-Sunday-school com-
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rade give Momma a long and earnest lesson in the art of
throwing a lasso.
What had happened was that Momma had glanced out of
the open door in time to. see the cowboy leave the saloon.
She noticed that all the cowboys were crowding together and
looking her way, so she said, quietly, to us children: "It's
too hot to have Sunday school, so I'm going to send you
home. And I'm going to have you all climb out of the back
window to fool the cowboys. You run home the back way,
too. Won't it be fun? They'll think we are all in here, having
Sunday-school !"
Small children love novelties, and if she had told us
that it would be fun to walk home backwards, we would
have accepted the idea with equal enthusiasm. We were delighted to be sent home by way of the window! When she
had seen us off, Momma went to the door, just in time to
meet the belligerent cowboy on the threshold.
"Oh, I'm so sorry!" she cried, "You're the very first
rancher who has come to my Sunday-school, and it's just
over! We only had a short prayer and a hymn, and then I
sent the children home, because it's really too hot later for
them to be out. But I'm very glad to see you. Do come in and
sit down. I've been wanting for ages to know you!"
The young man was so astonished by the cordial sincerity
of this greeting that he actually went in and sat down.
Momma seated herself, too, and went on cozily, "I do wish
that Mr. Blake could be a cowboy like you! He's very delicate, you know, and an out-door life is just what he needs.
But I'm afraid he'd never be the strong man you are!"
She gave him a glance of such open admiration that Jack
turned scarlet and muttered, "Oh, I'm not so much." Then,
remembering his bets, he said, with a terrible scowl, "Don't
you know that I'm the damnest toughest man in all the
Southwest ?"
"Yes, I've heard that!" she laughed. "My goodness! You
must be dreadful if half the stories about you are true! But
I've heard, too, that you are really quite an authority on
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cattle, and I wish you'd give me some advice about our cow."
"About your cow, Ma'am?"
"Yes; she's the meanest, crankiest creature I ever saw!
She has to have her hind legs and her head tied before we
can milk her; and neither my husband nor I can throw a
lasso. Mr. Warren comes over to help us, but we hate to
bother him. He's so busy!"
"Yes, the boys certainly do keep him busy, pouring
drinks," Jack agreed, and he was soon laughing heartily
over Momma's spirited account of their various experiences
with the fractious cow.
"He's just a boy, a badly-brought-up, misunderstood
boy," Momma told Poppa later. She had always been a defender of what is now called "the problem child," and had
been a wonderfully successful teacher and friend of all kinds
of young people.
"There's nothing to lassoing, really," said Jack. "I could
teach you in an hour."
"Oh, could you?" cried Momma, and I know how her
blue eyes must have shone. "Could you teach me now?"
"Of course, if you've got a rope handy!"
"Oh, I can get one! Come along !"
We astonished little sisters watched from the shade of
the rough porch Poppa had constructed in his free hours. It
was absorbingly interesting to see Momma take her lesson
in lassoing. Our pet donkey watched, too, from a shady spot
near. us, and even the cow stuck her head out of her shed and
seemed to smile in derision. Little by little, we three small
girls approached the instructor and his pupil. Lula, because
she was very old-eight and a half-kept tight hold of the
perspiring little hands of her younger sisters. As Momma's
sunbonnet, which she had snatched up with the rope, had
ample sides, she did not at first notice her audience.
It was not long before she could use the rope, and she
had triumphantly lassoed a small mesquite tree, when
Poppa appeared on the scene. He stood petrified by the sight.
I have often heard him tell the tale, to tease Momma.
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"I was so hungry that day," he said, "that all the way
home from the station, I thought of the good Sunday dinner
Ria had promised me; and when I got there, I found no wife,
no children, and no dinner!"
"Served you right for working on Sunday," one of the
hearers might remark here.
"Well, you know trains don't stop running on Sunday!
As I was about to remark when I was interrupted, (as the
Autocrat said) after looking around a bit, I found my small
daughters and their undersized pet donkey standing in a
row, out in the lot, watching the remarkable performance
of my wife. There was Ria, laughing triumphantly because
she had just lassoed a poor, innocent mesquite, while that
handsome brute of a Shooting Jack clapped his hands and
gave war whoops. By that time, he was leaning against the
shed, having been overtaken by the number of whiskeys he
had downed earlier in the day. At the saloon, men were
craning their necks to see the circus, and they were yelling
and applauding, too."
. When Momma saw Poppa, she exclaimed, "My Goodness!
I must see about dinner. Won't you stay and have a bite with
with us, Mr. Jack?"
"No, ma'am, I must get along. If you want any help with
your cow, Mr. Blake, just send for me!"
"Thank you, sir," said Poppa, gravely.
"Thank you," echoed Momma, and added, quickly, "Come
again to see us."
"Maybe I shall, Ma'am. Thank you."
"If you aren't-" began Poppa, as Shooting Jack walked
away, with the solemn dignity of an intoxicated man.
"Well, what IS Momma?" demanded Lula, when our
father paused.
"She is Momma, and there's none in the world like her!"
Poppa, of course, was told how Shooting Jack was greeted
in the saloon by shouts of derision.
"Yes, laugh, you . . . hyenas!" he said, "Here are your
filthy fifteen dollars, you two. I'll tell you all, right here, that
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if anyone of you ever so much as gives a mean look at that
woman or her young 'uns, he'll have me to reckon with!"
Perhaps that threat made our .life easier in that almost
entirely masculine community. I remember. alarms about
the Indians being on the war path, although they never
actually raided the town while we were there, but I think we
never had any trouble caused by a white man.
Shooting Jack did not again visit our Sunday school,
which soon grew to a respectable size, with the arrival of
other families. After a while, he went to work on a somewhat distant ranch, and no longer indulged in his favorite
sport of smashing whiskey bottles-which must have been a
relief to Lonnie's father.
Months later, when the comfortable railroad houses had
been completed and we were living in one, Momma strolled
down to the station to walk home with Poppa.
My father looked through the ticket window to say, "Ria,
you're just in time to say goodbye to your favorite Sunday
school pupil."
"Do you Mean Shooting Jack?" she asked.
"That's the very one. He has shot once too often, and he's
in the waiting room with two guards. You'll find him handcuffed."
"Murder?" gasped Momma.
"Yes, murder. It's his third or fourth, they reckon!"
Momma went into the waiting room, where Shooting
Jack was sitting with his handsome young head held high
and looking proudly about him, in spite of his manacled
hands.
No doubt, in her staunchly Presbyterian mind she had
hastily prepared something religious to say to him, but
when he smiled at her, and greeted her with, "Well, Mrs.
Blake, they've got me at last, you see," her heart melted.
"I'm sorry, Jack," she said, and kissed him on the forehead.
"Why, thank you, Ma'am. Goodbye Ma'am. Say hello to
the little girls for me."

THE SHEEP INDUSTRY IN ARIZONA, 1905-1906

Edited by FRANK D. REEVE
The "Old Observer" in Arizona*
T WAS

on the morning of December 20, 1905, later than 5

a.m., that we dropped into the heart of the Mojave desert,
Iat Daggett,!
Cal., having come over the San Pedro,2 which,

without exception, is the most cheerless of all western routes,
being utterly devoid of scenic attractions and possessing not
a single attribute which may reconcile a traveler to the inconveniences in respect to delay to which at least half the
way from Salt Lake he is subjected. We were a day and two
nights reaching this point.
One finds, at this hour, the single tavern enveloped in
darkness, and must wait an hour at least before he can secure
a bed in which to sleep away for three or four hours the recollection of the siege through which he passed.
The desert here at Daggett is walled in by the Odd mountains at the south, while at the north stretches the Calico
range,S beyond which is Death valley.
Through this desert tract, visible at intervals (otherwise
pursuing its subterranean way), courses the Mojave river,
whose sources are in the San Bernardino mountains, 80 miles
• (From our Traveling Staff Correspondent) The American Shepherd's Bulletin.
vol. 11. no. 1. January. 1906. [See NEW MEXICO, HISTORICAL REVIEW, vol. 38. no. 3 (1963).
F.D.R.]
1. Daggett, California. is a railroad station of the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe
Railway on the Mojave desert between Needles and Barstow. In early days it was a
shipping point for borax hauled in wagons from mines in Death Valley. C. A. Higgins,
New Guide to the Pacific COaBt, Santa
Route. p. 200. Rand. McNally & Company. Chicago and New York, 1894.
2. The San Pedro. Los Angeles & Salt Lake Railway was constructed by the E. H.
Harriman interests and Senator Wm. A. Clark of Montana under an agreement signed
July 9. 1902. George Kennan, E. H. Harriman. I :346. Houghton Mifflin Co.• Boston. 1922.
2 vola.
3. Calico Range lies about twelve miles northeast of Daggett, California. Camp Borate
was located in this range and twenty-mule teams hauled the borax to Daggett until a narrow guage railroad was completed in 1898. Harold O. Weight, Twenty Mule Team Days in
Death Valle'll. The Calico Press. Twentynine Palms. Calif.• 1955.

F.
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southwest of Daggett. The town of San Bernardino is southwest of the mountains.
This stream runs southeast from its canyon for 40 miles
to its first sink at Victor or Oro Grande. Thence it proceeds
to Barstow. For a dozen miles 'tis invisible. Thenceforth for
a mile it meanders through the sands, its waters being exposed to the sunlight, to again disappear for four miles,
when in close proximity to the channel a lakelet appears
which is denominated the "Fish pond."
Here the main channel is tapped, and the first water taken
out supplies the big ranch of Judge Van Dyke,4 which yields
quantities of alfalfa and vegetables.
Nine miles below Daggett the water from the canal is
hoisted by a Chinese pump for four ranches, viz., those of
Jack La Vierge, E. T. Hillis, T. Williams, E. W. Myers and
Thos. Williams-the latter of Otis, Cal.
.
In the stretch of 30 miles northeast of Daggett are three
or four miles of arable, cultivable land.
The desert, therefore, from the canyon of the Mojave to
Needles, the eastern end of the Waste,5 is quite 250 miles in
extent.
There are several oases in Death valley, which, of course,
afford homes and sustenance for men and beasts.
In the territory around Daggett are extensive borate 6 deposits. The principal mines here have railroads leading down
to connect with the Santa Fe. (These Spanish appellations
are everywhere retained, although the average Englishspeaking person fails to grasp their significance or to appreciate the emotional faith that moved the early Latin fathers
to bestow them. "Santa Fe," for example, signifies "Holy
Faith.")
Perhaps the largest borax mine is nine miles north of
Daggett.
The altitude of Daggett is 1,080 feet. From Daggett east
4. The Van Dyke ranch at Daggett, Calif., is mentioned in Calico Print. VII, No.8,
p.8.
5. The term Waste apparently refers to the Desert.
6. Weight, op. cit.
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to Needles, 150 miles or thereabout, the land gradually but
essentially falls off, so that the elevation of the station
" (Needles) is but 480 feet. Thence to Kingman, on the Little
American desert, 150 miles, there is but a slight descent. The
altitude of the latter place is 461 feet.
Within 15 miles of Kingman, southeast, Mr. Frost is running Angoras. Some account of his enterprise will be given
in a separate chapter.
FROM KINGMAN TO SELIGMAN the route lies through a"
region now covered with a thin coat of snow-a desert plain
o'ergrown with cactus and large bunches of yucca. The plain
is crossed by rugged hills, also o'ergrown with cacti ranging
from little shrubs to small trees," their limbs flecked with
snow, giving them a coral-like appearance.
These hills are hoary; their frosted polls are wreathed
with scattering junipers, mesquite and chenise. The" mesquites here are shrubs eight or ten feet high with a foliage
resembling that of the yew tree (evergreen) ; quite graceful
they are and would make a magnificent hedge. They bear
beans in pods comparable to those of the locust. These are
edible for stock, and for cattle and hogs are fattening; sheep
are seldom ranging where they can get them in season.
Farther south the mesquite is a tree, often 30 feet high. In
some parts this is about the only wood of the region.
The conical or rounded hillocks are of granite formation,
which fact is attested by the masses of huge boulders of that
rock at the bases of the hills-immense piles like big heaps of
drift dropped from huge receptacles held by giant arms.
But the mesas which abut upon the plain and stretch back
to the mountains, as shown by the exposed rimrock and the
detached blocks of stone, are mal a pie, * a volcanic rock, ancientlava.
The mountains beyond are likewise of this formation,
and many an extinct crater may be discerned among the
peaks of low and medium elevation.
• Sp•• "Bad to the foot," "bad land."
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The rimrock is broken by "rincons"..:....-coves which penetrate into the mesas.
A dry river cuts through the desert and there are innumerable "washes" enlarging year by year-the beginnings'
of canyons.
The whole region-plain, hills and mesas-is covered
with
GRAMMA GRASS. 'Tis, in fact, a gramma country. This feed
is found everywhere-in the open and among the cacti, chenise and mesquite, and the sage brush growth on the higher
hillsides and mesas. It goes without saying that this is
A GREAT GRAZING REGION, though a desert and springless
-there are no natural water holes. But the stock men have
provided, at great expense, back toward the mesas, storage
basins-dams-to save and hold the surface water.
"Dam sites" have been filed upon. tracts of 40 or more
acres. No one has been allowed to locate at a distance of less
than five miles of another, and usually the dam will be quite
that distance from the mesa; it would ordinarily be impracticable to establish the dam nearer, because of the danger of
washouts in times of floods or excessive flow from the higher
uplands.
Some parties-sheep and cattle men-have 25 to 30 thousand dollars invested in such water property. These claims
are isolated, private holdings in the midst of thousands of
acres of government land.
The western limit of sheep ranging is Seligman, and
much that has been said in regard to provision for water, so
far as this class of stock is concerned, applies to the region
north of Seligman, Ash Fork, Williams, Flagstaff and Oliver. 7
The sheep here as a rule are fine medium Merino (crossed
at intervals with Shrops and other species of the Downs
7. "Just about the time Gila City went into eclipse [1862], placer mines were discovered at La Paz, Olive City, and Ehrenberg on the Colorado above Yuma, and for a
time this region became a mecca of gold hunters." F. C. Lockwood, "Early Mines and
Mining in Arizona," University of Arizona, General Bulletin No.5, p. 20 (1940). Geo. H.
Kelly, Legislative History: Arizona 1864-1912. p. 16.
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order). They produce a fine, nice fleece, of variable shrinkage, according to the character of the season preceding shearing-55 per cent to 68 per cent. This sold in 1905 at 17c.
@ 22c. per pound.
The earliest "grass" lambs (ready for market in July)
come from Arizona. At this time of year many of the flocks
are down south, in the neighborhood of Phoenix, yet not a
few are in the hills north of the Santa Fe road, within 15 or
20 miles of the line. Details in regard to size of flocks and
methods of handling them will be given later, in the course
of interviews with sheep men. At
HUALAPAI,8 near Hackberry, on the road to Seligman, on
the Indian reservation, is the agency-a group of substantial,
even elegant, brick buildings. The schoolhouse, especially, is
a noble structure, massive in its proportions, artistic in design and construction.
Mention of this building awakens a remeniscence of the
trip to Seligman.
The train halted at Hackberry. Our coach contained a
number of Arizonians who were bound to points farther east
to spend Christmas. Among these was a lady who looked
through the window across a vacant strip of land to a little,
long low wooden shack on the village street with a flagstaff
8. Camp Hualpai was established in 1869 on Mojave Creek 1% miles southeast of
Aztec Pass and forty-five miles northwest of Prescott. Arizona, according to L. B. Bloom,
ed., "Bourke on the Southwest:' NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW. IX :164 (1934).
Apostoffice operated from January 13. 1873. to November 18, 1880. D. T. Foster was
the first postmaster. The name was changed to Charmindale on January 30. 1879. WiIl C.
Barnes, Arizona Place Names. Revised and enlarged by Byrd H. Granger. The University
of Arizona Press. Tucson. 1960. John and LiIlian Theobald. Arizona TerritoTll Post Offices
& Postmasters. Arizona Historical Foundation. Phoenix. 1961.
Sheldon H. Dike, The Territorial Post Offices of Arizona. Dr. S. H. Dike, Albuquerque.
N.M.. 1958.
The name of the Camp was changed to Juniper in 1883. Apostoffice was established
February 2with Charles A. Behm as postmaster and continued until July 15. 1910. Barnes.
Ariz. Place Names, Dike. TerritoTll Postofjices. and Theobald, Postoffices & Postmasters.
The Hualapai Indian Reservation was established January 4, 1883, ranging northward from Juniper. A postoffice was established November 22. 1882, and discontinued
April 2, 1883. when the name was changed from "Wualapai" to Juniper. Headquarters
for the Indian agency were established at Peach Springs. Barnes. Ariz. Place Names.
When the Atlantic & Pacific Railroad was extended westward in the 1880's. the
station was Peach Springs. three miles southwest of Peach Tree Springs. Apostoffice was
established July 12. 1887, with Jacob Choenour as postmaster. Sources cited above.
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surmounting the front gable, and remarked to her husband:
"That's where I used to go to school in my girlhood."
"Yes," said an elderly man, a resident, who had dropped
in, while the car was waiting, to shake hands with the lady,
"I have $35 in the schoolhouse. The Indian schoolhouse cost
$65,000. They have a school nine months in the year; our
children six months or thereabouts. That's the difference between the Indians and us. I wish I was an Indian."
There were six or eight inches of snow at
SELIGMAN, and before sunrise and after sunset it was
extremely cold, as it seemed to me, though I was assured
that the frost was not so keen as at Williams or Flagstaff; at
the latter place the temperature was 15 degrees below zero.
Still a fire feels good in any place where, otherwise, the water
freezes in one's bedroom.
But hardly can too much be said in regard to the healthfulness of the climate of northern Arizona, all along the
Santa Fe road from Kingman to Oliver.
One becomes pleasurably conscious of its salubrity after
a day's sojourn.
The air is dry, savory to the nostrils and exhilarating.
There appears here to be complete freedom from catarrh or
pulmonary affection, or any other physical ills which are supposed to result from an unfavorable climate.
My hostess here is a Texan who knows how to make corn
bread which has an enticing relish.
The Santa Fe has here a mammoth hotel 9 (under the
famous Harvey management) and a reading room for its
employes. This is a beneficent institution, one by which it is
to be hoped the "hands" profit. This is an example of the
wholesome and wise interest which this corporation takes in
the welfare of its people.
Moreover, it may be here remarked that it is the testimony of all who are competent to give evidence, that there
is no other railroad company that does better in all ways for
its patrons.
9. The Havasu Hotel.
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The reading room is in charge of a salaried employe (retired from active service on the road), who sees to it that
decorum is maintained and that everything is done decently
and in order.
Here may be found newspapers from all parts of the
United States. Here is a well-selected library; a bathroom (a
slight fee is attached) ; a card and pool table. The play is for
pastime only. Nothing else is allowed. All these things are
provided in order to keep employes, if possible, from the
"joints," which are plentiful in all railroad towns. 'Tis the
wise policy of wholesome "substitution" vs. wholesale "prohibition."
At Seligman I stumbled upon an amateur ornithologist
and zoologist. He had mocking birds, canaries and linnets in
cages. A series of deer's heads (and shoulders) bristling with
magnificent antlers, and heads of mountain sheep, with
formidable downward tending horns, adorned the walls of
one of his rooms. These were trophies of the hunt.
But the most pronounced specimen of "animate nature"
in his collection was a live gray wolf which was never born.
Little more than a year ago, a gray she-wolf was trapped
in the Eskagar 10 mountains. The captor killed and skinned
the brute, dissected the carcass, finding in her body eight live
pups. These he carefully removed and wrapped in his jumper.
However, seven of these died. The eighth, a lusty fellow,
was purchased by his present owner for $27 or $28, and
reared by him.
This chap is now as large as a two-year-old mastiff and is
possessed of the maximum malignancy which characterizes
his kind. He i('l chained in the back yard.
He incessantly paces about, describing an are, of which
his ten-foot chain is the radius.
His broad, moon-shaped face is always turned toward
you and he makes an occasional effort to snap his chain.
One may shake a staff at him without phasing him. He
10. Eskagar Mountains. Location 7
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ever exhibits an unabashed front, occasionally emitting a
dismal howl.
Now and again Mr.
's shepherd dog, a vicious
brute, will come through the gate and trot along the walk in
the enclosure in which is his wolfship, particularly if he has
scented a human being other than his master.
The dog pays no attention to the wolf, but the latter
regards the domestic canine as though he
"Fain would make a ration
Of his fat relation."
But even if he (the wolf) were loose
"He first must fight.
And well the dog seems able
To save from wolfish table
His carcass, snug and tight."

Seligman is the headquarters of
MR. EDGAR T. SMITH, who has one of the largest sheep
outfits in this territory.
Mr. Smith 11 came from Illinois, and early engaged in the
cattle business, which pursuit he followed for years. He became actively interested in sheep husbandry in 1893.
His herd (he has eighteen to twenty odd thousand head
of ewes) is at present fine medium Merinos. By next spring
(1906) the lamb crop will be above half Rambouillet.
MR. ALBERT JONES, the able and highly efficient foreman
of the concern, says of this class of stock:
"They are hardier than any other kind of Merinos, and
the high-grade lambs bring a better price than the coarsewooled stock.
"Five or six years ago we procured 'blackface' rams-120
11. Edgar T. Smith of Seligman. Arizona. was preeminent in raising RambouiJIet
rams. The initial flock of ewes was purchased from J. Q. Adamson. pioneer breeder of
Seligman. Smith. who died in 1908. was credited with having made a fortune in ten years.
Haskett, "History of the Sheep Industri in Arizona." Arizona Historical Review, vol. 7,
no. 8, PP. 85f (July 1986). Edward Norris Wentworth, America'a Sheep Traila: HistoryPersonalities, p. 254. The Iowa State College Press, Ames, Iowa, 1948.
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head of high-grade Shrops-and used them two years, selling
the lambs. I can tell you that on marketing our lambs we had
a bigger percentage of 'blackface' left than of Merinos.
"One fall we picked six lambs to butcher (fat ones), four
Merinos and two Shrops; the Merinos outweighed the Shrops
by five pounds per head (dressed)."
LAMBING occurs from February till May. One band was
lambed February 25, right on the range, 100 miles south of
Seligman-Congress Junction 12-where at that date the
green feed was six inches high.
The lambs were arriving from that time to the last of
March. The crop in the fall amounted to 75 per cent of the
ewes bred.
The sheep are graded in the flock-4,200 of the best ewes
are saved, from which to breed bucks.
The offspring of another band of 1,600 are marketed. In
the following year the ewes themselves are muttoned. Mr.
Smith does not figure to breed ewes after they are six years
old.
The male lambs are carefully culled when they are yearlings.
BRIEF HISTORY OF ENTERPRISE. Two or three years ago
he procured 50 high-grade Rambouillet bucks and 1,500
ewes from the Adamson outfit-good stock, which very distinctly showed the Rambouillet class.
These ewes are served by pure-blood Rambouillet rams,
which have been obtained from Ohio, Michigan, Oregon and
California. For example: Two from Dwight Lincoln, Ohio;
two from Wyckoff, Mich.; two from Burnham Bros.; one
from Max Chapman; two more from Wyckoff; five from
the Baldwin Sheep & Land Co.; two more from Burnham
Bros.; one from J. H. Glide, Cal.; two from R. A. Jackson,
Wash. (one of these sheared 22 pounds when a yearling),
and finally two more from Ohio.
12.
owners
liam S.
32 :176

"Another mineral line was the Congress Gold Mine Railroad. built by local mine
in 1896 over the 3 miles from Congress Jet. on the SFP & P to Congress." WilGreever, HRailway Development in the Southwest," NEW MExrco HISTORICAL REVIEW,
(April 1957). The Junction lies between Wickenberg and Prescott. Arizona.
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Usually the rams are worked 'off before the 10th of
November, but in 1905 they were all sold in October.
. The "fine band" will shear, on the average, 11 pounds
per head; the others clip 8%, pounds. The wool has always
paid the expense of running the sheep, and in the past two
years there has been a margin of profit on the staple.
"This year," remarked Mr. J., "we will shear before
lambing; all except two thousand ewes have been bred to
lamb April 20. Fifteen thousand head of this outfit will be
shorn at Seligman (by hand)."
Average lambs (Feb.) shipped from this county (Yavapai) weigh 67 pounds at Kansas City in July.
Loss OF SHEEP. Outside of lambing, loss of sheep, according to this gentleman, does not exceed 5 per cent, exclusive of the mutton killed for the sustenance of employees.
Of the lambs perhaps 10 per cent are lost between marking and weaning. Among the causes are coyotes and cats,
blackbag among the ewes, poison weeds, particularly larkspur, bloat and lightening.
EMPLOYES' WAGES AND LIVING. Herders are paid from
$30 @ $35 per month and found. These are mainly Mexicans
and French Basque, and both classes are about universally
commended as exceedingly reliable and efficient. Exclusive
of the mutton consumed, it is claimed that along the Santa
Fe line, or north of it, a herder's "keep" costs no more than
six or seven dollars per month. He is generally furnished
no "canned stuff," but a sufficiency of potatoes, bacon, flour,
oatmeal, sugar and coffee, with the usual condiments.
These figures, as compared with those ruling for similar
expenses in the Northwest, are startling, and I must say
that farther south I found the estimated "living expense" of
employees to be at least 100 per cent greater; some wellknown operators who were then at Phoenix declared that
their herders' "keep" stood them quite $15 per month per
man.
The large outfits have
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CAMP RUSTLERS. These are foremen, among whose duties
is to look after the distribution and use of the camp supplies, particularly the "victuals." One camp rustler tends to
three bands of sheep (about 6,000 head). In this country
outfits comprise from two to 12 bands. *
Of course, the rustler has the general supervision (under the manager) of the herders. He usually receives $50
per month and his board.
TAXES seem to be levied and collected here with a tacit
understanding that as much of a rate payer's annual income may be taken as may be needed for current county expenses, leaving the residue with him till called for.
As for sheep, one says: "The assessors fix the numbers
to suit themselves."
The general tax rate in several counties in which sheep
run in this territory in 1905 was $40 on $1,000 valuation.
WOOL TRANSPORTATION COST. The rate upon wool from
points here to Boston is practically the rate to Los Angeles
plus the rate from that place to Boston. 13 From Seligman to
the Atlantic seaboard the "tariff" three years ago was $2.38
per hundredweight.
No SCAB. Sheep are practically clean throughout the territory. They are regularly dipped at stated times, lime and
sulphur, for the most part, being employed.
The surrounding topography and the prevalent climate
of the region of
ASH FORKS, 28 miles east of Seligman, at an altitude of
5,100 feet, where, by the kind invitation of Mr. and Mrs.
Kissee, with whom I roomed while at that town, I enjoyed
an old-fashioned Christmas dinner, do not essentially differ
from those in the midst of which the former town is
located.
• My impression is that the Smith outfit has eleven.
13. The long and short haul discriminatory railroad rate was forbidden in the Interstate Commerce Act of 1887 unless approved by the Interstate Commerce Commission. By
interpretation of the law, the power of the ICC over rate making was practically useless
until the Act was amended in 1910 whereby the primary decision for rates lay with the
Commission rather than the carrie~. Joseph Henry Beale and Bruce Wyman, Railroad Rate
Regulation, 2nd ed., PP. 780fi. New York, 1915 .
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The winter climate here cannot be too highly appreciated. Although the. mornings and evenings (before sunrise
and after sunset) are healthfully keen, yet for at least three
hours before and after midday, the air is delightfully pure,
dry and genial. One's head is clear. One has, at least as an
animal, a definite and pronounced sense of the joy of living.
Winter, here, includes the period from December to
March inclusive.
The spring and fall seasons are characterized, by those
who should be able to speak authoritatively, as "nice,"
while they aver that one may sleep comfortably in blankets
during the complete circuit of summer nights.
Ash Fork is a busy railroad town, at the junction of the
main line of the Santa Fe and the branch 14 which extends
via Prescott to Phoenix, about two hundred miles south.
There must be a large force of railroad employes at this
place, judging by the perpetual bustle in the matters of
switching, making up trains, coaling, watering, loading and
unloading, etc. The express, freight and passenger traffic,
east, west and south from this point must be immense.
Here is one of the series of Harvey restaurants and
curio shops which one finds at Kingman, Seligman, Williams and I know not where else along this line.
Here, too, one may acquire about as clear an idea of
some of the traditional characteristics of the "wild and
wooly West" as at almost any place in the intermountain
region. Rock Springs does not in this respect surpass the
Arizona town, although the Wyoming city may have more
saloons to the square mile.
14. The Prescott and Arizona Central Railroad was organized in July. 1885, and ran
the first train from Seligman (Prescott Junction) to Prescott January 2, 1887. It was
driven out of business by the Santa Fe, Prescott and Phoenix Railway, a subsidiary of the
A & P RR. Construction was started at Ash Fork August. 1892; the line entered Prescott
April 24, 1893, and Phoenix in March of 1895. "The line was so winding that the railroad quickly earned and still has [1957] the nickname of the 'Pea Vine'." N. K. Masten
and associates organized the Maricopa and Phoenix Railroad Company to join Phoenix
with the Southern Pacific at Maricopa Junction, thirty miles to the south. It was completed July 4, 1887. Greever, "Railway Development," NMHR, 32 :170ff. Wyllys, Arizona,
pp.277f.
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One morning in late December, 1905, a Mexican was
found frozen to death beside the railroad track, and a day
or two later a murderous duel occurred between a conductor and a negro passenger. The dispute which led to the
shooting was said to have concerned a question of fare.
Both combatants were seriously wounded, the negro, it
was thought, fatally. He claimed, it was reported, that his
antagonist did the first shooting. I understood that the white
man was taken to Los Angeles and the black man to Prescott.
A PATHETIC INCIDENT occurred Christmas forenoon. A
young married woman, sobbing as though her heart would
break, appeared upon the veranda of our place of temporary
abode, and implored some one to seek for her husband, who,
she asserted, had been enticed away from home to some
saloon while she was preparing his Christmas dinner and
had, she feared, become intoxicated.
"He's not used to drinking," frantically exclaimed the
poor creature, "and, oh, if he be only brought back to me I.
will be gentle with him!"
She was sadly hysterical and perhaps some of her ejaculations and demonstrations slightly amused the thoughtless.
But there were at least two exceptions among the lookers-on
whose hearts were moved with profound pity. One was our
excellent host, who immediately set out to search for the
errant and erring husband and who ascertained that the
latter had been escorted home.
The other was a young matron, a guest of our host's establishment, who bestowed a wealth of sisterly sympathy
upon the unhappy wife, wiped away her tears, led her home,
and remained with her an hour to give comfort and consolation.
On the following day husband and wife were seen quietly
walking together along one of the village ways. It is to be
hoped that the Christmas day's experience will be a salutary
lesson to the young man.
It may be supposed that there are in the West, as in the
East, some cases of moderate indulgence in stimulants; but
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it seems, from what one observes in many places, both along
and away from railroad lines, that for the most part the
average man in the West either imbibes intoxicants not at
all, or else "drinks deep."
I may as well at the juncture as at any other remark
that among the hundreds of people with whom I have either
conversed or to whose voices I have listened, since I entered
the territory, I have not yet been able to discover an individual who is not emphatically and uncompromisingly opposed to joint statehood,ll>
I have yet to see a territorial newspaper which does
not condemn in unmeasured terms, as a vicious injustice
to the people of Arizona, the proposed partisan plan of
"jamming" through Congress a programme for the union
of the two territories, neither of which really desires such
arrangement.
'
That Arizona is a unit in her opposition to the proposed
unjust measure was signally demonstrated on Saturday
afternoon, Dec. 30, 1905, at the close of the highly successful territorial fair at Phoenix, the capital, when 98 per cent
of the thousands present enthusiastically signed a protest
against jointure.
But western papers generally, so far as I have observed,
support the protest which the territorial press is so vigorously uttering. The Salt Lake "Herald," in an editorial in a
late December, 1905, issue, significantly remarks:
"To say that Arizona must sacrifice its identity and be
joined with New Mexico, in order to secure statehood, is to
say that justice and fairness have nothing to do with apeopIe's claim to statehood; that party policy and political
expediency only shall decide whether or not a territory may
have what, in justice, it has a right to demand.
15. Joint statehood for Arizona and New Mexico in 1906 was opposed in Arizona by
16,265 votes vs. 3,141 and favored in New Mexico by 26,195 VS. 14,735 votes. Rufus Kay
Wyllya, Arizona: The History of a Frontier State, p. 302. Hobson & Herr, Phoenix, Arizona, 1950. Robert W. Larson, "Statehood for New Mexico, 1882-1912," p. 229. Ph. D.
dissertation, 1961, University of New Mexico. A summary is published in the NEW MEXICO
HISTORICAL REVIEW, 37 :161-200 (July, 1962).
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"In their demand that they be given independent statehood or be permitted to retain their territorial form of government, the people of Arizona are taking the stand every
fair-minded, independent American would, under the circumstances."
The sheepmen, who comprise a large and justly valued
portion of the Arizonians, are as determined in their opposition to jointure as their compatriots in other fields of
effort. Indeed, I think I must have been led to discuss the
subject at this particular moment by "association of ideas,"
having in mind the fact that the first member of this fraternity (Arizona Wool Growers) 16 whom I met at Ash Fork
enunciated to me a cogent and convincing argument against
the proposed measure which was, in effect, the dissimilarity
of the respective collective population of each territory from
that of the other, in regard to language, aspirations, and
industrial pursuits; the unprecedentedly vast area of the
proposed state and consequent great expense of state government and the impossibility of an equitable division of the
burden of taxation between the two sections.
This gentleman was Mr. Howard,17 president and managerof
THE HOWARD SHEEP CO., incorporated in 1893-1894.
Of course he was the promoter of the present company, in
which he is probably the one practical sheep man. He owns
two-fifths of the capital stock.
Speaking of range conditions and incidents relative
thereto, Mr. H. said:
16.. uBelieving that their interests in many ways were mutual, sheeprnen in Arizona
met at Flagstaff on October 1, 1886, and organized the Arizona Sheep Breeders and Wool
Growers Association.. Membership ...... was voluntary. Regular meetings were held once
a year. The purposes ...... were to promote the breeding and use of purebred rams, to
arrange for the annual rodeo ...... for the purpose of going through each man's herd
and removing the stray sheep and returning them to their respective owners, to agree on
a uniform wage scale for herders and shearers, and to assist the industry generally on
all matters of common interest." Haskett, op. cit., p. 27. Wyllys, op. cit., p. 253. P. P.
Daggs was treasurer. Wentworth, op. cit., p. 250. The first officers were: Hugh Campbell,
Pres.; Halter J. Hill, Sec.; and P. P. Daggs, Treas. Wentworth, op. cit., PP. 250, 252.
17. Cbarles E. Howard was a pioneer sheepman, Coconino County, post-1881. Haskett,
op. cit., pp. 29, 48.
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"The region north of the Santa Fe line, where a large
part of the stock is for a considerable portion of the year,
is a rocky mal a pie country, only fit for grazing purposes.
In recent years the feed of the kind which prevails here has
been fairly good-gramma grass and various species of
browse.
"As TO WATER, there are no springs or wells; we therefore have to depend upon surface water for our stock. This
has necessitated the expenditure of large sums by the stockmen for the acquisition of dam sites and the construction of
storage basins and dams (we call them 'water holes').
"Precipitation varies in amount in a series of eight or
ten years. For example, ·we may have two or three good
years, with plenty of drink for the sheep; then two or
three dry years. In seasons of extreme drought we have had
to buy water from the railroad company.
"You of course understand that the range itself is public land.
"We have 23 to 24 thousand sheep in summer, after selling muttons, 15 thousand. We never run at anyone time
above 25 thousand.
"These were originally Merino. In 15 years we have
crossed three times with Shrops. We aimed to increase the
size without getting the wool too light. We are now breeding
to Rambouillet rams obtained from Edgar T. Smith, of
Seligman, in this territory.
"If we shear in April, the average weight of fleece will
be seven pounds; if in June, the sheep shear eight to nine
pounds." *
LAMBING. - "We have lambs in March, but usually the
lambs commence to arrive about the 20th of April. ** The
crop raised, year in and year out, will average 75 per cent
of the ewes bred in each season.
"The April lambs, marketed from the first of September
• Their average weight of fleece. 1905, was 8'4 pounds. They received 18 cents per
pound for their clip.
•• They lamb near Ash Fork.
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to October, dress at Kansas City 32 pounds and upward,
and bring $2.50 @ $3.
"Our losses, resulting from depredations of coyotes and
cats, poison weeds and other causes, average 10 per cent
per annum.
"It costs," says Mr. Howard, "75*** to 80 cents per
head yearly to run our sheep. We do not go south in winter.
In making this estimate I include every item of expense, my
salary with the rest. We pay our help $30 to $50 per month
and their board. You have got to figure on 12c. per pound in
order that your wool may pay the expenses of running the
sheep."
In Ash Fork I had the pleasure of meeting
MR. F. P. REED,18 who is a native of the Pine Tree state,
and was a student in the State Agricultural College at Orono
on the Penobscot; in fact, I believe he is a graduate of that
institution. This gentleman has been 16 or 18 years in the
territory and since 1892 has been engaged in sheep husbandry.
"On parts of the range," says Mr. R. t "there is not the
grass which there used to be, because of overstocking." For
this reason he thought the "reserve" a good thing, inasmuch
as it tended to check this evil. A reasonable number of head
on a given area causes no damage whatever to the range.
Mr. Reed's flock of fine medium Merinos summers on the
range north of Ash Fork, within 30 miles of the town, and
winters 30 miles southwest.
Shearing here is from February to June. Mr. R.'s average weight of fleece is eight pounds. His wool in 1905 sold
at 17c. per pound.
The ewes are lambed in April. The lamb crop saved
averages 75 per cent of the ewes bred. These weigh in the
fall, when marketed, 65 pounds to 70 pounds; they dress
32 pounds to 35 pounds at the Missouri river markets.
••• It costs those who move south in the winter (who are, I believe, the majority),
very much more per head, a9 will be seen later.
18. F. P. Reid was a sheepman in Yavapai County post-1891. Ibid., P. 48.
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Mr. Reed estimates the loss of sheep from beasts of prey,
from poisons, such as larkspur, milkweed, etc., and from
loco (which scientists say contains no alkaloidal poison),
accident, strays, etc., at quite 10 per cent per annum.
This gentleman fixes the minimum annual per capita
cost of running sheep in this section at $1. He says that exclusive of the mutton which they are allowed to kill it costs
from $10 to $12 per month per man to feed the "help."
It is highly gratifying to announce not only that the most
cordial relations obtain between the Arizona cattle and
sheep men, but also that I have found no one who can remember when in the history of this territory the current
"intente cordiale" was not. 19
Before going south I wish to remark that on the part of
the sheep men of Arizona there is a universal demand for
the repeal or at least the revision of the
TWENTY-EIGHT HOUR LAW. 2o The passage of the law requiring shippers of livestock, without discrimination as to
the class of animals in transit, to unload, feed and water at
the end of every 28 hours' run, appears to be an instance of
erroneous legislation inspired by well-meaning humanitarians whose generous impulses have blinded them to the facts
of the case, and who evidently imagine that all species of
livestock have exactly the same creature wants, the same
characteristics, the Sl'l,me habits of endurance, and can be
handled in the same way.
There are plenty of excellent people possessed of more
sensibility than sense, who in regard to animals conceive
theories of treatment, in the consideration of which the pro19. For a more lurid story of the harshness of the conflict between sheepmen and
cattlemen see Charles Wayland Towne and Edward Norris Wentworth, Shepherd's Empire. ch. 8. University of Oklahoma Press, Norman, 1945. For a touch of humor see
Archer B. Gilfillan, Sheep, ch. 13. Little, Brown, and Company, Boston, 1929. The classic
study of the Tewksbury-Graham feud in Pleasant Valley, Arizona is Earle R. Forrest,
Arizona's Dark and Bloody Ground. The Caxton Printers, Caldwell, Idaho, 1950.
20. "Before 1875," a so~called 4Cruelty to Animals Act' covering rail transportation of
livestock had been enacted by Congress. This required that animals in transit must be unloaded, watered, fed, and rested each twenty-eight hours." In 1906, thirty-six hours were
permitted for the last lap to market on written authorization of the shipper. Wentworth,
Sheep Trails, PP. 577f.
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prietor, however humane he may be, counts for nothing.
These people do not seem to be aware that self-interest alone
is an ever-present incentive to the owner to tend his stock
well and to put it upon the market in the best possible condition.
As far as sheep are concerned, wherever they are unloaded along the route of shipment, either the proprietor is
present, or an efficient, approved agent who enjoys the
owner's confidence.
.
Again, it should be understood that no law governing
the shipment of livestock can be enacted that will justly apply, in all particulars, to all classes of stock. For example, in
the instance under consideration, everyone familiar with
livestock transportation, it may be supposed, knows that
sheep, in the nature of things, may be shipped considerably
longer, without injury, than cattle may be.
There is a universal feeling among western shippers of
sheep that the present law with reference to the transportation of this class of stock should be repealed or at least so
amended that the previous custom of unloading at the end
of a 36 hours' run shall be again in vogue.
Under present conditions great inconvenience, often
hardship, is wrought to the shippers (who are generally
the growers) without commensurate benefit to the animals,
the buyers, or the consumers of mutton. On the contrary, the
sheep are often in worse condition on their arrival at the
place of destination than they would have been with longer
intervals between times of watering and feeding because of
their having been put off into the mud at some point at
which accommodations were bad and at a time when they
had little inclination to eat and none to drink.
A point
NOT TO BE OVERLOOKED in the course of the consideration
of this subject, in justice to the shipper of sheep, is that the
last unloading (on the way) should be as near as possible to
the market-a desideratum impossible of realization under
present conditions.
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The arguments of the Arizona sheep men for the revision
of the law, which any candid legislator, upon careful examination, will find to be valid, are:
'
1. It is 1,300 miles from Flagstaff, Arizona, to Kansas
City. There are feeding corrals at intervals of every 400
miles. A 36 hours' run is not an unreasonable time, in the
case of sheep.
Under the present arrangement you are liable to be left
at a point at which it is impossible to unload and re-ship in
the time aIlowed, thus causing delay, to the detriment of the
stock.
2. The sheep, giving them a 36 hours' run before unloading, come to market in a much better condition, for under
present conditions they are liable to be thrown off into the
mud, which is more injurious to them than prolonged time in
the car.
3. It is injurious to unload sheep in transit at less intervals
than 36 hours. They do not eat and drink and are not benefited in this respect. The owner simply has to pay the expense of acting the farce.

(To be Continued)

Book Reviews
Jim Bridger. By J. Cecil Alter. Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1962. Pp. xi, 358. Bibliog., illus., map, and
index. $5.95.
Few authors are invited to revise one of their books thir~
ty-seven years after the original publication date; Mr. Alter
was. Few men in their 80's can improve on what they did in
the prime of their life; Mr. Alter has. In 1925 he published

James Bridger, Trapper, Frontiersman, Scout and Guide: A
Historical Narrative; a facsimile of it, with addenda, appeared in 1950; and now comes this revised, rewritten edition entitled Jim Bridger. The new version is 140 pages
shorter than the original and this is all to the good. While a
few thorough-going experts will still find the original useful
for some of its details, the general public and almost all professional historians will prefer the 1962 book. In it Mr. Alter
replaced quotations that were pages long with tightly-written, well-rounded condensations; eliminated a general account of the Mormon War in favor of telling just how the
struggle affected Bridger; cut down on the details of other
people's activities on the army expeditions he served as scout
after the sale of Fort Bridger; and omitted the "tall tales"
of what Bridger supposedly did but the evidence showed he
actually didn't. Mr. Alter consulted the material which has
been published since 1925, securing some different perspectives on his topic and in a few instances altering his conclusions in the light of new information. These two editions establish him as the authority on Bridger. His work is so well
done, especially considering the scarcity of written evidence
surviving about the frontiersman, that it is highly unlikely
anybody will need to do the task again.
Bridger was the first white man to go over the continental
divide at South Pass on what later became the OregonMormon-California trail; was the first to taste the water of
343
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Salt Lake; found a creek which downstream split into two
forks emptying respectively into the Pacific and the Atlantic
Oceans; was the only man every to run the Big Horn River
rapids on a raft; was almost the first to describe the phenomena of Yellowstone Park; and selected the route of the
Union Pacific Railroad through the mountains of Wyoming.
He thoroughly understood the Indian mind, held friendships
with important red leaders, was thrice a squaw-man, retained
almost all the geography of the Rocky Mountains in his extraordinary memory, used exceptional skill in hunting, trapping and frontier warfare and had uncanny luck too. He was
generous in his sharing of his knowledge with settlers, explorers, soldiers and railroad surveyors. It is good that Mr.
Alter has recorded the life of this remarkable American so
effectively.
University of Idaho

WILLIAM S. GREEVER

Life in the Saddle. By Frank Collinson. Edited and arranged
by Mary Whatley Clarke. Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1963. Pp. xvi, 243. $2.00.
Leaving England, a boy of seventeen, Frank Collinson
landed at Galveston, Texas, in September, 1872 and plunged
headlong into a lifetime of adventure. From Galveston, he
traveled to the Noonan ranch near Castroville where two
negro hands taught him the fundamentals of cowpunching,
hunting and camping. Thereafter, Collinson branched out. As
a drover, he went to the Red Cloud Agency with a Lytle herd,
staying awhile to issue beef to the Sioux. Then, back in Texas,
Collinson became a buffalo hunter, witnessing and aiding in
the slaughter of the great herd, fighting Indians and visiting
Fort Griffin when that brilliant little den of iniquity was at
its brightest and the vigilantes were active.
Back with cattle, Collinson worked for John Chisum of
Jinglebob fame and saw some of the trouble in Lincoln
County. He drove trail herds north, establishing a new route,
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he aided in establishing ranches on the Staked Plains, he mustanged for awhile and he hunted wolves. There followed a
period when Collinson ranched for himself and, too, he was
one of the first to enter and explore the Big Bend country.
Unusual as it is, there is no reason to doubt Collinson's
story. Where the experience was his, he says so; if his information was second hand, he labels it as such. The whole book
rings true and Collinson's accounts and reminiscences have
been accepted by such experts as J. Frank Dobie and J. Evetts
Haley.
Collinson's writing is restrained, so much so that the
reader often wishes the man had let himself go and displayed
some of the flavor and color he undoubtably possessed. It may
be that an editorial hand can be blamed for this lack for
much of Life in the Saddle first appeared as articles in Ranch.
Romances and The Cattleman. Whatever the cause, the book
would benefit if it contained more of the dramatic flare found
in Abbot's We Pointed Them North and Andy Adam's The
Log of a Cowboy.
As editor, Mary Whatley Clarke has acted more as a compiler and arranger. She furnishes neither footnotes nor bibliography believing, as she states in the introduction, that
Collinson's running identification of well-known frontier
characters was sufficient. However, as also stated in the introduction, Mrs. Clarke checked her material against other
writings and did not find it wanting. The reviewer, too, made
one brief check finding that Collinson's story of the killing
of Bass Outlaw was entirely authenticated by Eugene Cunningham who gathered his material from other sources and
told the tale in Triggernometry.
Life in the Saddle profits-as must any book concerning
the Texas Panhandle-from the illustrations of Harold D.
Bugbee. It is one of The Western Frontier Library series, issued by the University of Oklahoma Press, and it is attractively bound and printed.
Albuquerque, N. M.

BENNETT FOSTER
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Custer and the Great Controversy. By Robert M. Utley. Los
Angeles: Westernlore Press, 1962. Pp. 184. $6.75
Here is a book that will delight all Custer buffs; though
the author's evident and laudable striving for objectivity will
possibly damn him in the camps of both the extreme Custerphiles and that of the rabid anti-Custer contingent. Mr. Utley, unlike so many writers on facets of Custer and Little
Bighorn history, writes as an historian; not as a partisan.
His analysis of how the Custer controversy began, was mushroomed and warped out of all proportion to its significance
and known facts, and has since shown little evidence of subsiding, is clearly and deftly written. He does not attempt any
final judgments as to Custer's culpability in the Little Bighorn tragedy, nor assess blame against Reno, Terry, and
other major actors in the drama.
The section on the role played by the newspapers in stoking the controversial fires is very detailed and thoroughly
presented; especially concerning General Terry's position in
relation to his erratic subordinate, Custer. The "Legend of
the Little Bighorn" chapter is very good in dealing with several Custer death myths, last survivor humbugs, and spurious
Curley stories. The bibliographical survey is extremely well
annotated, as to the significance and historical value of the
publications the author discusses.
So many controversies and enigmas are associated with
Little Bighorn history. During the five years that this reviewer served as Battlefield historian, he early decided to
focus his efforts on ascertaining what was knowable, rather
than on elements that must forever remain as multiple "X"
factors in a complex equation without provable solution.
As the result of intensive field research, and the availability of more detailed statements by Trumpeter John Martin
(Custer's last courier, sent back with a message to Captain
Benteen), evidence now indicates that some part of Custer's
immediate command did indeed approach very close to the
east of the Little Bighorn River, down the course of Medicine
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Tail Coulee to a point just across from the gigantic Indian
encampment, in the opening phases of the Battle.
No, the last word is not in by a long shot on the Little
Bighorn, but Mr. Utley's book on the ins and outs of how
the pro and con Custer groups quickly solidified to the consistency of concrete, almost immediately after the Battle,
should provide a source for this aspect of the subject for some
time to come. Much remains to be researched and written in
relation to what resulted from the Battle of the Little Bighorn; how it fits into the over-all history of American military and western developments. The army that went to Cuba
and the Philippines was a different army from that which
emerged from the Civil War in 1865, and the Little Bighorn
was one of the major influences in promoting the changes
that made the differences.
U. S. National Park Service,
Omaha, Nebraska

DON RICKEY, JR.

The Fabulous Frontier; Twelve New Mexico Items. Revised
and Enlarged Edition. By William A. Keleher. Albuquer~
que: The University of New Mexico Press, 1962. Pp. 325.
Bibliog., illust., index. $5.00.
Readers of New Mexicana will welcome this touched-up
reprint of Keleher's best book, first published by the Rydal
Press in 1945.
The prologue and first chapter admirably introduce the
setting in Lincoln County of Territorial days. There was a
time when that county covered 27,000 square miles of southeastern New Mexico, or about one-fourth of the area of this
Territory. It was a tough frontier, which "developed a rugged
type of New Mexico citizen, fully able to take care of himself
and his property" (p. 55).
The story of that craggy, blue-skied, cattle and mining
country then unfolds in the entrancing biographies of its
leading citizens.
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One can only marvel at the number of eminent Americans
whose lives were firmly rooted in that fabulous frontier. In
Keleher's order of presentation they include John S. Chisum,
cattle king; Patrick Floyd Garrett, law man; Thomas Benton
Catron, lawyer and politician; Eugene Manlove Rhodes, Emerson Hough, Nathan Howard Thorp, and John Wallace
Crawford, noted authors; James John Hagerman, capitalist;
Albert Bacon Fall and Albert J. Fountain, lawyers and politicians; Oliver Milton Lee, rancher; Charles Bishop Eddy,
railroad promoter; and William Ashton Hawkins, corporation lawyer.
Keleher excells as a raconteur; yet sometimes it appears
that if a tall tale was told he merely retells it. As sources
he mentions contemporary newspapers and court opinions,
and most of the remainder of the material seems to be derived
from personal acquaintance with the participants and inquiry among their acquaintances. Such a procedure is sound;
but lack of identification of sources makes it difficult for subsequent historians to run down fine points for verification
or amplification. Yet since 1945 very few details in the book
have been challenged. Consequently for most critics Keleher
himself stands as adequate authority.
In his conclusion the author says, "Some day the people
of New Mexico, sensing an obligation long past due, will
build a monument dedicated to the memories of the pioneers
of southeastern New Mexico, . . ." (p. 325). In this work,
Keleher has erected that monument.
New Mexico Highland University

LYNN

I. PERRIGO

Desert Harvest. By E. I. Edwards. Los Angeles 41: Westernlore Press, 1962. Pp. 128. Illustrations, index. $7.50.
Six hunded copies of Desert Harvest were printed, but
only 500 are for sale. They ought to sell fast because this is an
unusual book. It is a bibliography, but it is neither an exhaus-
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tive one nor a list of suggested readings-they are not even
the author's favorite books.
The jacket blurb reads: "This book is the synthesis of
twenty-five years of exploring and writing about the Southwest deserts [by] ... a man who owns one of the largest
private collections of Southwest desert books. . . ." The
unique quality of the bibliography is that it lists twenty-five
books that Mr. Edwards would retain if forced to dispose of
his library.
'
The author explains in a page or so why he would retain
each of the twenty-five books, but in doing so he introduces
the reader to a much wider bibliography. His comments are
interesting and penetrating. They do not demand acceptance.
They are simply one man's judgment-and pleasing to read.
In order to give the reader a deeper insight into the
selective process the author, in a few pages at the close of
the book, uses Martha Summerhayes' Vanished Arizona for
illustration.
Mr. Edwards transcends the scope of his book when he
states that Father Pedro Font's diary "is perhaps the greatest diary in all western hemisphere literature" (p. 57). Otherwise he sticks to his last and speaks with authority.

F.D.R
History of the Americas. By John Francis Bannon. New
York: McGraw-Hill Book Company, Inc., 2nd edition,
1963. I, pp. 596. $7.50. II, pp. 617. $7.50.
Universities offering a course in "History of the Americas" will welcome this new, improved edition of a text first
published in 1952. The author has consolidated, rearranged,
and expanded several chapters and has eliminated peripheral
parts of the story of the Spanish conquest which tended to
obscure the main pattern of events. In the first volume, the
histories of colonial British and French America to the mideighteenth century has been placed in direct sequence rather
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than separated by chapters on Latin America as was the
order of the first edition. The effect has been to make clearer
the geographic position of the two rival powers just prior to
the engagements which led to the ultimate defeat of the
French.
It is regrettable, in this reviewer's opinion, that the author did not follow the same principle of consolidation in
Volume II, for to preclude mention of Canada until the last
third of the volume, as is done, while advancing the history
of the other Americas to the 1920's, leaves the Dominion too
far behind. In other improvements, Professor Bannon has
consolidated and shortened treatment of the Spanish conquest in South America, has expanded his account of life in
Colonial Latin America, and has carried events for the hemisphere to the present with two chapters treating the period
since World War II. The treatment of the national period in
Latin America has been improved by picking up the theme
of the rising middle and lower classes of the twentieth century, although better advantage might have been taken of
recent works dealing with those groups as well as with the
role of the military. Typographicals appearing in the first
edition have been eliminated and the bibliography at the end
of each chapter has been brought up to date.
There yet remains, however, the basic defect in this edition as in the previous one" which is that common themes
(methods of expansion, colonial revolts, Indian problems,
etc.) are seldom clearly or consistently brought out in the
narrative. This is partly due to the fact that the author has
tied hims~lf too rigidly to chronology within a certain colony,
and that he details far too many events of secondary importance. In certain parts of the work, a tendency to account
for the passing of time by the tenure' of colonial governors
as in Canada, or by the tenure of caudillos as in nineteenthcentury Latin America, relegates the narrative to chronicle.
The result is a disparateness which an occasional comparative comment fails to rectify. This is all the more unfortunate,

BOOK REVIEWS

351

for the author's essays on the characteristics of American
civilization (the opening chapters of each volume) stand in
brilliant but isolated splendor, as does his treatment, easily
the best part of the work, of the area which became the
United States. Essays which precede major time periods of
the work and which point up common themes would help correct the present deficiency, as would a thematic treatment
of each colony or nation following the prefatory and unifying
essay.
The volumes also are marred by a few inaccurate statements, some unintential obscurities, several omissions, and
occasionally an unawareness of causal factors connected with
certain events. The Portuguese fort of ColOnia is incorrectly
founded in the 1720's instead of in 1680 (I, 430), and the
United States' treaty with Panama was signed in 1936, not
in 1939 (II, 532). To say that Brazil throughout the colonial
period was an agricultural rather than a precious-metals colony (I, 394) is to overlook the great Brazilian gold production of the eighteenth-century. The statement that praetorianism was hardly eliminated in Mexico during the Obregon
period (II,472) fails to take into account the professionalization of the army and its effects indicated by Lieuwen in Arms
and Politics in Latin America (1961).
Moreover, the author's treatment of the French counterattack on St. Augustine in 1565 (1,150) gives the misleading
impression that the Spanish were eliminated from that strategic position. The role of the Jesuits as a factor in colonial
resentment is omitted in covering Brazil's Beckmann revolt,
and the Brazil Company is not accredited with any part in
expelling the Dutch (I, 370-71). The expansion of Spanish
civilization into western Colombia and of Portuguese civilization up the Amazon are not treated.
In a work of vast scope, however, the details mentioned
are quite minor defects. Rather like the conquistadores and
padres of whom he writes, Professor Bannon has dared to
undertake the large task with courage, energy, and modesty.
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He has indeed succeeded in keeping alive the idea that the
Americas are the torchbearers of Western civilization. To
him, then, much credit is due.
University of New Mexico

TROY S. FLOYD

Kit Carson: A Portrait in Courage. By M. Morgan Estergreen. Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1962. Pp.
320. $5.95.
Kit Carson was a real person who lived and died (December 24, 1809-May 23, 1868) on the frontier of his day. He
was born in Kentucky (some say North Carolina) and died
in Colorado Territory when both were on the forward edge of
the westward movement in America. Perhaps as much as any
other man his name has become synonymous with the Great
American West, with Mountain Men and fur trappers, with
hunting and scouting, and soldiering. Furthermore, many
topographical features and even a few towns of the western
United States bear his name, thus giving substance to his
flesh and blood existence. However, in his own day he became
a legend nearly as large as John Bunyan and Buffalo Bill,
and today, nearly a hundred years since his death, the legend
looms even larger. The book before us does little to dispel this
legend-in spite of the dust jacket blurb which says ". . . M.
Morgan Estergreen's Kit Carson is the long awaited corrective to that picture." There are other areas in this book that
invite criticism. The academic historian may cringe a little
at the author's careless use and reference to what he calls
"primary source material" in the form of Blanche Chloe
Grant's notes. He will also wonder at the highly imaginative
stories of Carson's childhood and the contrived dialogue used
then and later during the great scout's fur hunting days. Particularly in the early portion of the book the writing is rambling, disconnected, and highly imaginative, as though it were
written for juveniles to whom, in large numbers, it could very
easily appeal. Even Hewett's Introduction sounds like a
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rambling reminiscence told by a grandfather to his grandchildren and really adds little to the biography of Kit Carson.
All of this is not to say that this is not a good book, because
it is, even with all its element of hero-worshipping. The author has a firm grasp and understanding of the life of Kit
Carson. She has obviously consulted many, if not all, of the
written materials on Carson's life and times. She has used
official documents, interviews, journals and diaries and all of
the biographies on the great scout's life. Furthermore, the
author has a feeI"for the romance of the early West and a considerable knowledge of the history of that period and the part
that Carson's contemporaries played. Because of the greater
availability of material, the latter portion of the book, subsequent to the fur-trapping era, is superior both as to its historical accuracy and its literary qualities.
The book has the usual scholarly appendages, including
a brief "Notes on Sources," a good bibliography and index,
and a selection of excellent illustrations. The University of
Oklahoma Press has done its usual competent job of bookmaking, clothing the volume with an attractive cover and
jacket.
University of Utah Press

A. R. MORTENSEN

The Last Days of the Sioux Nation. By Robert M. Utley. New
Haven and London: Yale University Press, 1963. Pp. xiv,
314. Bibliog., illus., index. $7.50.
Once in a very great while a book is written of which it
may be said: Here the subject is covered. No one will care to
pass this way again. It would seem almost impossible that
such a book should include an account of an affair as controversial as that at Wounded Knee-but this is it.
Almost everything that has been written about the Sioux
War of 1890-91 has attempted to justify the actions of the
troops, to defend the Indian Bureau, or to commiserate with
the unfortunate Sioux. Bob Utley, regional historian at Santa
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Fe for the National Park Service, has centered his attention
on finding out what happened. So far as can be, after 70 years,
he has succeeded.
There is no lack of documentation. Almost everyone concerned had some explaining to do. A court of inquiry, investigations, reports, interviews make up a staggering mass of
paper for the period. It is the sort of problem that is baffling
to the pedantic historian who is satisfied whenany statement
he cares to make can be backed by a citation. Here there is
no lack of quotable material to support any point of view
desired-and too many who have written about this Sioux
War have desired to present a point of view. Yet it is possible
to pick a cours~ among contradictory reports from both sides,
separating what was seen from what was rumored, and
accepting what seems reasonable after weighing all the
evidence.
Other books have fairly well outlined the mistaken policies, the failure to ratify agreements, the attempts to starve
the Sioux into civilization that drove them, in despair, to see
as their only hope a mystic and fantastic new religion. A
change of administration that brought to this crisis new
agents who were political appointees with no knowledge at
all of Indians certainly contributed greatly to the trouble.
The pursuit of Big Foot's band is of course the most controversial event. Both E. V. Sumner and James W.. Forsyth
blundered in the handling of Big Fo~t, yet both at times
viewed the situation more realistically than their vindictive
superior, Nelson A. Miles. It has' been little doubted that an
Indian's action started the shooting, or that both sides fired
accidentally into their own people. It has been assumed that
in the excitement of battle there was much indiscriminate
shooting of women and children. Actually the instances were
rare; and surprising efforts were made to spare them-even,
as in one case, where a soldier complained, "she is shooting
at us." Wounded Knee was not a massacre.
That there was no more killing than this was due to the
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wisdom of Miles in handling the affair, yet at times he could
be exasperatingly petty.
It was a war without a hero. Perhaps what has always
worried us is our failure to determine who wore the white
hats and who wore the black hats. Utley tells us what they
did. It was not always admirable, yet not always reprehensible. A Carlisle graduate wantonly killed an officer to prove
he was still Indian. A court acquitted him of murder on the
ground that he had acted as a combatant during a state of
war. Somehow that court's verdict seems the ultimate judgment on many occurrences of what proved to be the last days
of the Sioux Nation.
Many of the interpretations in this book no doubt will
be disputed, but it seems unlikely that much can be added to
fact or narrative.
Elmhurst, Ill.

DON RUSSELL

BY-LAWS* HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF NEW MEXICO

Preamble
It shall be the purpose of the Historical Society of New Mexico to
encourage in every way possible a greater appreciation of New Mexico
history through aid and assistance, when practical, and as funds are
available, for the publication of historical material, for the marking of
historical routes and sites, both public and private, the establishment
of historical collections and museums, the preservation of historic documents, artifacts, and published materials of historic importance, the
purchase and preservation of historic landmarks, and all other related
activities.
ARTICLE I

Membership and Dues
Section 1. Membership shall be of six classes:
a. Individual active membership-open upon application and payment of dues to any person interested in the purposes of the
Society.
b. Institutional membership-open upon application and payment of dues to any institution, school, board, library, or other
organization interested in the purposes of the Society.
c. Contributing membership-open upon application and payment
of dues to any person, group, or firm offering special support
to the objectives of the Society.
d. Life membership-open upon application and payment of dues
as' specified below in this Article, to any person interested in the
purposes of the Society.
e. Advisory Council membership-open upon application and payment of dues as specified below in this Article to any person interested in the purposes of this Society. Members of the Advisory
Council serve for life. Concurrent with the election of the Board
of Directors, this Advisory Council will select two of its members
to serve on the Board of Directors with all rights, privileges and
duties pertaining to that office.
f. Honorary membership-may be conferred upon any person
whose activities have contributed to the objectives of the Society.
Honorary members shall be elected by a three-fourths vote of
members present and voting at a regular meeting, upon nomination by the Board of Director.
• As Amended December 8, 1962 and July 29, 1963.

356

HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF NEW MEXICO

357

Section 2. Active, individual contributing, institutional, life, and Advisory Council members resident in New Mexico shall have full voting
powers at any regular or special meeting of the Society.
Section 3. Annual dues shall be payable with application for or
renewal of membership, and shall cover a twelve-months period following receipt. Members in arrears more than six months after renewal
payment is due shall be dropped from membership. Annual dues shall
be as follows:
Individual active members
$
6.00
Institutional members
$
6.00
Contributing members
$ 10.00 or more
Life members
$ 100.00 in one payment or an
equivalent in material of a historical nature acceptable to the
Board of Directors.
e. Advisory Council members
$l,OOO.OO or more. Amounts over $1,000.00 may be pledged and paid at the discretion of the
donor.
f. Honorary members
no dues.
a.
b.
c.
d.

ARTICLE II

Affiliate Charters
Section 1. The Board of Directors is authorized to issue an affiliate
charter to any group or organization of persons whose purpose or aim
is commensurate with the preamble as set forth by these By-Laws. The
charter will make and constitute the affiliate an institutional member
of this Society, and it shall be entitled to all of the privileges granted
an institutional member herein.
Section 2.The terms and conditions upon which the affiliate charter
shall be issued are as follows:
a. Any institutional member may receive an affiliate charter upon
on the payment of Ten ($10.00) Dollars per year, which sum
will include its institutional membership.
b. No affiliate charter shall be issued unless the group or organizaation to which it is issued agrees to send to the Recording Secretary qf this organization, the names and addresses of all of its
current members and to encourage said members to become members of the Historical Society of New Mexico.
c. The issuance of an affiliate charter to any organization will
constitute its authority to participate in the selection of future
Hall of Fame members in accordance with rules of selection to
be determined by the Board of Directors of this Society.
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AIiTICLE III

Schedule and Quorums for Meetings
Section 1. A regular meeting of the Society shall be held in the fall
of each year, the exact time and place to be determined by the Board
of Directors.
Section 2. Special meetings of the Society may be called at any time
by the Board of Directors.
Section 3. The Board of Directors shall meet at any time upon call
of the president or three of its members.
Section 4. Written notice of regular and special meetings of the Society shall be sent ten days in advance to all active, individual, contributing, institutional, life, and Advisory.Council members resident in
New Mexico, notices of special meetings specifying the reasons for their
being called.
Section 5. Nine voting members of the Society and three members
of the Board of Directors shall constitute quorums.
ARTICLE IV

Duties of Officers and the Board of Directors
Section 1. The president shall have executive supervision over the
activities of the Society within the scope provided by these By-Laws.
He shall preside at all meetings, and shall report annually on the activities of the Society.
Section 2. The vice-president shall assume the duties of the president in the event of the absence, incapacity, or resignation of the president.
Section 3. The recording secretary shall keep minutes of the Society
and of the Board of Directors, and shall render an annual report.
Section 4. The treasurer shall be responsible for the safekeeping of
Society funds and for maintaining adequate financial records. He shall
deposit all monies received by him with a reliable banking company in
the name of the Historical Society of New Mexico. Monies shall be
paid out by numbered checks signed by the treasurer and one other
member of the Board of Directors. The treasurer will collect dues, and
he shall render an annual report at the annual meeting.
Section 5. The corresponding secretary shall issue notices of meetings, reply to inquiries addressed to the Society not requiring consideration by the Board of Directors, and issue and reply to other correspondence upon direction of the president.
Section 6. The five elected officers of the Society, and two members
selected by the Advisory Council, shall constitute the Board of Direc-
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tors, which shall have power to conduct all affairs of the Society in accordance with these By-Laws. It shall decide questions of policy that
for any reason cannot be acted upon at a meeting of the Society, and
perform such other functions as designated in these By-Laws or otherwise assigned to it. The president of the Society shall be chairman of
the Board of Directors.
Section 7. The Board of Directors is authorized to accept in the
name of the Society, donations, grants, and matching funds of public
and private agencies and individuals for earmarked or general purposes in the furtherance of the Society's aims, and the expenditure of
such funds must have the approval of a majority of the Board of Directors.
Section 8. The Board of Directors is authorized to set the price of
the Society's publications.

ARTICLE V

Election of Officers
Section 1. All officers shall be elected by a plurality of votes cast by
secret ballot at the regular fall meeting of the Society held in each
odd-numbered year.
Section 2. Not less than two months prior to the regular fall meeting of the Society held in each odd-numbered year, the corresponding
secretary shall send to each member of the Board of Directors a blank
upon which such member may nominate one person for each office open
to election. Nominations shall be returned not less than one month
before the meeting. A committee on nominations, appointed by the
chairman, shall select the candidates from a list of all nominees.
Section 3. Nominations may also be made by any voting member of
the Society, at any time prior to balloting. Any nomination made after
"the deliberations of the committee on nominations shall be added to the
slate of candidates upon affirmative vote of a majority of voting members present at the meeting of election. A candidate for election shall be
a voting member of the Society in good standing.
Section 4. Officers shall be installed at the close of the meeting at
which they were elected, and shall serve for two years and until their
successors have been duly elected and installed. Vacancies arising during terms of office shall be filled for the duration of such terms by a majority vote of the remaining officers, except the office of president, which
shall be filled by the vice-president, in which case the office of vice-president shall then be filled by vote of the other officers.
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ARTICLE VI

Loans of Historical Materials
Section 1. Documents and historical materials which shall be acquired by purchase or gift for the Society, and whose disposition has not
already been provided for, may be loaned to such public agencies as local
museums, libraries, historical exhibits, fairs, and similar places where
the public may have the opportunity to view such displays.
ARTICLE VII

Committees
Section 1. The president shall appoint members and chairmen of
such standing or special committees as may be directed by the Board of
Directors or by vote of the Society.
ARTICLE VIII

Continuation of Non-Active and Life Membership
Section 1. The classification of any member in a Life membership
category shall not be jeopardized by any changes in these By-Laws.
ARTICLE IX

Amendment of the Articles of Incorporation and the By-Laws
Section 1. Amendment of the Articles of Incorporation and/or these
By-Laws may be proposed by the Board of Directors at any regular,
special or adjourned meeting of the Society, and may be effected in the
manner authorized by law at the time of amendment, if approved, by a
two-thirds vote of those present and voting at such meeting, provided
that full notice of such proposed amendment was given in writing to
each voting member of the Society at least ten days prior to the date of
the meeting.
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Execution (1846),35; 51
E",ploring the Great Ba8in, by Cline, rev'd.,
265
Fall, Albert B., 7
Fallen Guidon . .., by Davis, rev'd., 82
Faulk, Odie B., "Confederate Hero at Val
Verde," 300-311
Federal Indian policy, Iff
Filance, Peter, 245
Fine, James, miner, 154
Fischer, LeRoy H., 253
Flax, 121
Floyd, Troy, S., rev., Bannon, Hi8tory of the
Americas, 'I
Forbes, Jack D., Apache, Navaho, and
Spaniard, rev'd., 176
Formative Year8 in the Far We8t, by White,
rev'd., 260
Forsythe, Capt. Thomas, 32
Fort Bayard, 224
Fort Carrizal, 33
Fort Stanton, description, 227
Foster Bennett, rev.. Las Vegas. New Mexico . . ., 83; rev., Collinson, Life in the
Saddle, 344
Fowler, Jacob, 143
Fowler Mesa, 198
Franciscans. attitude re Hopi ceremony. 123
Franklin, Texas, 277; see EI Paso
Frantz, Joe B., rev., Clay, My Life on the
Range, ?

INDEX
"Fray Silvestre and the Obstinate Hopi,"
by Adams, 97-138
Freight rates (1903),77
Fruits, Pecos Valley, 67f
Gallagher, James E., 208 note
Gallegos Spring, Chihuahua, 44
Garces, Fray Francisco, quoted, 99; at Hopi,

111
Garrard, Lt. K., 277
Garrett, A. D., sheepman, 57
Garrod, J., 58
Ghost Dance rebellion, 237
Glenn, Hugh, 143
Gomez, Fray Fernando Antonio, 103
Gordon, Lt. G. Pope (Mexican War), 40
Graham, James D., 188
Graydon, Capt. James, 303

Great Surveys of the American West, by
Bartlett, rev'd., 93
Green, Maj. Gen. Tom, 300; Civil War in
Texas, 308ff
Green, Mrs. Tom (Mary W. Chambers), 302
Greever, William S., rev., Athearn, Rebel of
the Rockies • • ., 254; rev., Alter, Jim

Bridger, 343
GroDsky,!., sheepman, 58
Guadalupe y Calvo, Chihuahua, 52
Gu Oidak, Piman village, 178
Guebavi Mission, depopulation, 168; meaning, 171
Gunter, A. T., sheepman, 58

Hagerman, Herbert J., Commissioner, 17
uHair raising," 30
Haiwan Pit, Piman village, 178
Hanging (1846), 35; 51
Harbottle, Mary Ann Rose, 225
Harrison, E. M., oil prospector, 14
Harvey houses, 334
Havasu Hotel, Arizona, 328
Hawkins, Jake, rifle, 29
Hayden, Rep. Carl (Arizona), 21
Health seekers, 56, 312
Heliograph, 223, 229
Henderson, A., 40
Henderson, Patrick D., "Bradshaw Bonanza," 151-162
Henderson, Randall, On Desert Trails Today
and Yesterday, rev' d., 91
Heredia, Gov. Jose A. (Durango), 37
Hill and Hurd, sheepmen, 59
Historical Society of New Mexico, By Laws,
356
History of the Americas, by Bannon, rev'd.,
349
Hittson, W. H., 58
Hobbs, James, 47
Holmes, Kenneth L., uThe Benjamin Cooper Expeditions to Santa Fe in 1822 and
1823," 139-150
Hopi, mission, 97; village, 104; peach trees,
108; description, 134; economy, 135
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Horton, D. S., letter, 66
Hotel Schlitz, 72
Huddart, William, 148
Hueco Tanks, 278
Humphreys, Capt. H. H., 280
Immigrant Crossing, Pecos River, 279
Indian disease, Arizona, 165; education, Arizona (1900's), 328
"Indian Extinction in the Middle Santa
Cruz River Valley, Arizona," by Dobyns,
163-181
Ingham, A" sheepman, 58
Irrigation, Pecos Valley, 62

Jack Canyon, 194
Jackson, W. Turrentine,

rev., Explorina
the Great Basin, 265
Jacob Hamblin . .., by Bailey, rev'd., 86

J affa, Nathan, sheepman, 58
James, Dr. Edwin, journal, 185
Jiaspi, Piman village, 178
Jim Bridger, by Alter, rev'd., 343
"John J. Pershing: Frontier Cavalryman,"
hy Smythe, 220-243
Johnson, Thomas T., C. E., 64
Jones, Albert, sheepman, 330
Jones, Sen. A. A., 22
Jose Butte, 200
Keleher, William A., The Fabulous Frontier . .., rev'd., 347
Kelly, Lawrence C., "The Navaho Indians:
Land and Oil," 28
Kendall, George Wilkins, 53
Keyes, D., sheepman, 68
Kinaituna Spring, 120; see San Jose Spring
Kino, Father Eusebio F., 173
Kirker, James, 30
Kirker, Joseph, 35
Kirker, Petra, 35
Kit Carson: A Portrait in Courage, by
Estergreen, rev'd., 352
Kling, Chas., 58
Knollin, A. J., sheepman, 57
KobM, Maj. Gen. William A., 224
Konkuk, Piman village, 172
Ku Shu: tak, Indian settlement, 170
Kuitatk, Papago village, 177
Kuitatkekam, Santa Catalina de, Piman village, 178
Lake Avalon, 63
Land grant, A. & P. RR, 3
Land scrip, 58
Lange, Charles H., Cochiti: A New Mexico
Pueblo . •., rev'd., 256
Largo, Francisco, Comanche, 147
Las Vegas, New Mexico
by Calion,
rev'd., 83
Law, executive order, 2
Lester, Henry, 226
Leupp, Francis, Commissioner, 4
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Life in the Saddle, by Frank Collinson,
rev'd., 344
Lisnet, Mrs. Frank, 227
Long, Major Stephen H., see John M.
Tucker, 185
Long, W. H., sheepman, 58
Long, see HMajor Long's Route . . ."
Long's Canyon, 190tl'
Lottery, 18th century, 183
Lovelace, M. F .. sheepman, 58
Lyle, Lt. D. A., 154
McCook, Brig. Gen. Alexander MeG., 236
McCracken, Jackson, 153
McIntire, William, 249 note
McKinnon, R. C., 154
McLean, Lachlan, 36
McNalley, Lt. C. H., 295
McNitt, Frank, The Indian Traders, rev'd.,
182
Maceyra, don Jose Felix (Chihuahua), 51
Magdalena mission, 176
Magoffin, John Wiley, 31
"Major Long's Route from the Arkansas to
the Canadian," by Tucker, 185-219
Mangas, Apache chief, 221
Marshall, Lt. L. H., 277
Martin, C. C., sheepman, 58
Martinez, Fray Damian, 97ff
Mason and Smith, sheepmen, 58
Matheson, J. F., 73
Maya, Mesa de, 190
Mayer, Joe, 249 note
Mayhall, Mildred P., The Kiowas, rev'd.,
270
Mendinueta, Gov. Pedro Fermin de, 103;
quote, 109
Merritt, E. B., Commissioner, 7
Mescalero Apache, location, 137
Mexican War, 31
Mexican and American attitudes, 349
Michaells, R., 58
Miera y Pacheco, Don Bernardo, 100
Military training (1880's), 228
Miller, H. M., sheepman, 58
Miller, J. M., sheepman, 58
Mining law, 159
Mirrors, 149
Missouri mules, origin, 150
Mitchell, Col. David D., Mexican War, 34
Mitchell, Thomas, 277
Moore, Meredity T., soldier, 30, 49
Moqui, see Hopi
Moreland, Dan, 155
Morgan, Thomas J., 236
Morillo, Fray Isidro (1776), 118
Mortensen, A. R., rev., Estergreen, Kit Carson: A Portrait in Courage, 352
"Mrs. Blake's Sunday School," by Salmans,
312-322
Muehlberger, William, 197
Murillo, Fray Isidro, 104
My Life on the Range, by Clay, rev'd., 255

Myers, Lee, "Pope's Wells," 273-299
Narcissa Whitman . ••,by Allen, rev'd., 95
Navaho, 105tl'; attack Hopi (1776), 113; at
Hopi (1775),123; land, Iff; location
(1775), 121; see Lawrence C. Kelly
Navaho Tribal Council, origin, 16
Nevada's Turbulent Yesterday . . ., by Ashbaugh, rev'd., 268
New Mexico . .., by Beck, rev'd., 89
NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW, ownership,

253
Nigger Mesa, 199
Noel, Theo., A Campaign From Santa Fe to
the Mississippi . . rev'd., 263
Nye, Wilbur Sturtevan, Bad Medicine and
Good. Tales of the Kiowas, rev'd., 79
OJ

Oapicagigua, Luis, Piman chief, 172
Oates, Stephen R, rev., Noel, A Campaign
From Santa Fe to the Mississippi, 263
O'Conor, Don Hugo, 100
Oil discovery, 1; Indian royalty, 21; royalty
allocation, 14
Ojo de la J ara, 136
Oklahoma, Civil War map, 253
Oquitoa mission, 177
On Desert Trai~ Today and Yesterday, by
Henderson, rev'd., 91
Ortiz, Ramon (EI Paso), 33
Osborne, O. S., cattleman, 68
Owens. Mai. Samuel Co, M.exican War, 40

Papagos, desert Indians, 175
Parish, William J., HSheep Husbandry. 0 0'"
56-77
Park, Lt. John G., surveyor, 275
Parsons, M. M., 43
Peach trees, Hopi, 208
Peale, Titian Ramsay, papers, 188, 212
Pearson, Jim, rev., The Hoskaninni Papers
.•., by Crampton and Smith, 88
Pecos Irrigation and Investment Co., 63
Pecos Valley, irrigation, 62£; livestock, 62
Peeples, A. H., miner, 152
Penn, Julius, 227
Perkins, E. S., 251
Perkins, Mrs. E. S., 251 note
Perrigo, Lynn Jo, rev., Keleher, The Fab·
ulous Frontier, 347
Pershing, Grace, 234
Pershing, John J.; see Smythe
Piman Indians, prehistoric, 163; linguistics,
170
Pinery Springs, 278
Pitt, S., sheepman, 75
Pope's camp, 282
Pope's Hill, 297
"Pope's Wells," by Myers, 273-299
Porras, Don Estanislao, 43
Prager, William S., sheepman, 58
Prejudice, Mexican, 41
Presidential order, 2
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Preston, Texas, 277; see Lake Texhoma
Priest, Loring B., rev., McNitt, The Indian
Traders, 182
Public land disputes, 6
Pueblo economy (1775), 135; trade, 118
Punta de Agua, 190
Querque, don Santiago; see James Kirker
Quiburi, Piman village, 178
Railroad: rates, 333; transcontinental surveys, 27311'
Range industry, Arizona (1900's), 244, 323
Rasch, Philip J., note; 348
Rebel of the Rockies .
by Athearn,
rev'd., 254
Reeve, Frank Do, ed., "The Sheep Industry
in Arizona, 1903," 244-252; " . . . . 19051906," 323-342; rev's., Beck, New Mexico
89; Edwards, Desert Harvest, 348;
see Wm. J. Parish
Reid, Capt. John W., Mexican War, 36
Reily, Col, James, 306
Rifle, Jake Hawkins, 29
Rio Grande Woolen Mills, Albuquerque, 74
Rio Puerco (West), springs, 120
Robinson Mountain, 200
Rosete, Fray Mariano. 98
Roswell, description (1902), 56
Roswell Wool, Hide and Pelt Co., 58
Rusk, Gen. Thomas J., 300
Russell, Don, rev., Utley, The Last Days of
the Sioux Nation, 353
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Sacramento, battle, 48
Salmans, Mary Blake, "Mrs. Blake's Sunday
School," 312-322
San Cayetano, Piman village, 173
San Ignacio mission, 176
San Jase Spring, see Kinaituna
Santa Fe trade, prices, 149; influence, 150
Santa Teresa mission, 177
Say, Thomas, zoologist, 186
Scalp hunters, 29; names, 46
Schlitz Hotel, Carlsbad, 72
Scott, Gen. L., Commissioner, 11 note
Scott, Lt. George L., 230
Scrip, land, 58
Scurry, William., 303
Sells, Cato, Commissioner, 11
Sheep: industry costs (1900's), 250; Delaine,
59; Hopi abundance (1775), 135; price,
71; price (1900's), 250; strains, 33011';
transportation, 340
"Sheep Husbandry in New Mexico, 19021903," ed. by Parish, 56-77; see Frank D.
Reeve
Sheepherder, wage (1900's), 250
Sheepmen, 251; Arizona, 33111'
Shelby Hotel, Roswell, 61
Shoup, Solomon, 156
Showlow, Arizona, 246

Sierra Grande, 206
Simington, Ao W., Indian Agent, 11
Simpson, A., 155
Sioux Indian' names, 242
Skekels, N. C., 159
Skillman, George, 43
Smith, Edgar T., sheepman, 330
Smith, George Winston, rev., Davis, FaUen
Guidon . .., 82
Smith, Sen. Marcus A. (Arizona), 10
Smith, Ralph A., "The 'King of New Mexico' and the Doniphan Expedition," 29-55
Smythe, Donald, S. J., "John J. Pershing:
Frontier Cavalryman," 220-243
Saamea, Santa Maria, mission 175
Sobaipuri Indians, 175ft'
Sonnichsen, C. L., rev., Henderson, On
Desert Trails
91
Sopori, Piman village, 171
Speyer, Albert, 40
Staked Plains, geology, 280
Statehood, mention, 5; Arizona, 336
Stevenson, Capt. C. H., 288
Stotsenburg, Lt. John M., 236
Surveys, transcontinental RR's, 27311'
Swift, William H., 188
Swilling, Jack, 151
0
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Taos massacre. 37
Taplin, Capt. C. S., 277
Texas. civil war. 306ff
Texhoma, lake (Texas), 277 ; see Preston
The American Shepherd's Bulletin, 244
uThe Caches." origin. 147
The Fabulous Frontier
., by Keleher,
rev' d., 347
The Hos'caninni Papers . .. , by Crampton
and Smith, rev'd., 88
The Indian Traders, by McNitt, rev'd., 182
"The 'King of New Mexico' and the Doniphan Expedition," by Smith, 29-55
The Kiowas, by Mayhall, rev' d., 270
The Last Days of the Sioux Nation, by Utley, rev'd., 353
"The Sheep Industry in Arizona, 1903." ed.
by Reeve, 244-252; ".
1905-1906," 323342; see Wm. J. Parish
Thirst, results of, 148
Tiz6n, Rio del, 119
Toacuquita. Piman village, 173
Tobacco "of the kingdom," 132: in diplomacy, 131
Tollgate Canyon, 190
Topakia Spring, 120
Torre, Fray Mariano Rodriguez de la, 104
Torrey, John, botanist, 187
Trade, pueblo, 118
Traders to Chihuabua (1846), 41
Travesser Creek, 190
Traylor, Elmo, 202
Tubac, Spanish fort, 167
Tubutama mission, 177
0
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Tucker, John M., "Major Long's Route from
the Arkansas to the Canadian River,
1820," 185-219
Tumacacori, meaning, 166; mission aban..
doned,165
Turanzas, Jose Parruas, see Documento8
para s'ervir .. 0' 78
Turk and Co., sheep, 58
Turknitt, J. W., sheepman, 76
Tyler, S. Lyman, rev'd., Bailey, Jacob Hamblin . ..,86
Underground water, 57
Upiatuban, Piman village, 172
Utes and Cosninas, friendly, 131
Utley, Robert M., Custer and the Great Controversy, rev'd., 346; The Last Days of
the Sioux Nation, rev' d., 353
Val Verde, battle, 303
Vegetables, Pecos Valley, 67
Vincent, Victor, sheepman. 76
Voget, Fred W., rev., Bad Medicine and
Good • .., by Nye, 79
Waldo, Capt. David, Mexican War, 36
Walker, Joel P., 141
Walker, Joseph Reddeford, miner, 147, 152
Wallace, Capt. Bill, 231
Ware, Josiah E., engraver, 54
Warren, Lt. G. K., map (1857),213

Wasson, John, Surv. Gen., 156
Watson, William, death, 154
Weaver, Pauline, miner, 152
Webb, James J., 40
Webster, George Jr., letter, 69f
Weightman, Capt. Richard H., 51
Well boring tools (1850's), 281; drilling,
290f; tubing (1850's), 287
Wetmore, Alphonao, report origin (1825) ,
140
White, Gerald T., Formative Years in the
Far West, rev'd., 260
White, W. T., sheepman, 59
Williamson and Turner, sheepmen, 58
Woman, frontier, 315
Wood, Jay X., 252
Woods, H., 67
Wool price (1902), 75; production (Roswell),60
Worcester, Donald, E., rev., Forbes, Apache,
Navaho, and Spaniard, 176
Work, Hubert, Secy. of Int., 19
Wright, Muriel H., editor, 253
Xona, Piman village, 174
UYoung Observer," 56, 76
Yute Indians, lOOIf

Zufii, horse theft (1889), 232
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